
GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 20, 2016 
 
GCTV-15, 393 Main Street 7:00 pm 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by President Allis. 
President Allis stated this meeting was being recorded. If any other person present was doing the same, they 
must notify the chairperson at this time. It was noted the Town Council was audio recording and GCTV-15 
was video recording the meeting for future broadcast.  
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: Roll Call was taken. Councilor Maloni was absent.   
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor William Martin; Director of Municipal Finance and Administration Marjorie L. 
Kelly; Town Clerk Deborah J. Tuttle; Town Accountant Elizabeth Braccia; Police Chief Robert Haigh; 
Council on Aging Director Hope Macary; Public Safety Chairperson Robert Hawkins; Senior Center Project 
Manager Daniel Pollotta; Library Director Ellen Boyer; Senior Center Project Manager Daniel Pollotta; 
MLP Light Plant Project Manager Dan Kelly; GCTV-15 staff; Aviva Luttrell, the Recorder; and members of 
the public.   
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Mass, it 
was unanimously, 
VOTED:  TO ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES OF MARCH 16, 2016. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: The following public spoke: 

 Lynne Kelley, 19 Silver Crest Lane – support the senior community and the building of a new senior 
center.  

 Roseanne Martocci, 330 Montague City Road, Turners Falls – current Director of Life Path spoke in 
favor of a community center.  

 Albert Norman, 21 Grinnell Street – spoke in support of a multi use community center and the 
importance of restoring the senior meals program.  

 Robert Sunderland, 11 Linden Avenue – spoke of the impact on parking the return of the Court 
House would have on Greenfield and the need to prioritize building projects.  

 Cynthia Dodge, 75 A Wells Street – spoke in favor of a new senior center and the need for sufficient 
handicap parking.  

 Thomas Goodwin, 30 Grinnell Street – supports the proposal for a new senior center and spoke of 
the problems with the current center and the meaning of the word “community”.  

 Adrienne Nunez, 71 Conway Street – she was available as the Chairperson of the School Committee 
Budget subcommittee if Councilors had any questions regarding the school budget.   

 Kevin McVeigh, 54 Thayer Road – thanked the Council for their service. Spoke in favor of the new 
senior center asking the Town Council to remember the seniors.  

 Nancy Conant, 22 Walnut Street – spoke in favor of a community center rather than a senior center.  

 Susan Worgaftik, 45 Forest Avenue – spoke in favor of the proposed senior center and asked that 
the current location of the community garden be maintained. She also spoke in favor of the Green 
Light program.  

 Virginia Desorgher, 43 Silver Crest Lane - spoke in favor of the senior center noting seniors were 
the largest underserved population in Greenfield.  

 Evan Childress, 23 Pleasant Street – stated the neighborhood would be happy to have a senior 
center. He requested the open green space be preserved as it was an important space in the 
neighborhood.  

 Dorothy McIver, 88 Columbus Avenue – supported a senior/community center with green energy 
included.  

 Corrine Fitzgerald, 116 Federal Street – as an owner of commercial space and a member of the 
Governor’s Task Force on Small Communities she supported the proposal for the MLP.  
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 Jamie Bartak, 61 James Street – supported the proposal for a new senior/community center.  

 Janice Colbert, 26 Chestnut Hill – stated it was past time for a new senior center and that the current 
facilities were disgraceful.  

 Nathaniel Hussey, 12 St. James Court – spoke in favor of the appointment of Joshua Breitner to the 
Agricultural Commission. 

 Elizabeth Shapiro, 17 Hastings Street – spoke of the community deciding who we want to take care 
of. She spoke in support of the senior center.  

 Rachel Lively, 82 Birch Street – spoke in support of the proposed senior center.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: Councilor Lobik read the following Public Hearing notice: In accordance with 
Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield Town Council will hold a public hearing on Wed., April 20, 2016, at 
7:00 p.m. at GCTV-15, 393 Main St. to receive public input on the following:  

 Borrow $5,000,000 to establish a telecommunications system operated by the Municipal Light Plant  

 $45,000 be appropriated from the Contractual Agreement Stabilization Fund to the Negotiated Salary 
Account line item for the settlement of contracts. 

The Town Council will consider the same on Wed., April 20, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. at GCTV-15 Studio, 393 
Main St. Materials can be obtained from the Town Clerk’s Office, 14 Court Sq. from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 
Mon. - Fri. or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
Brickett Allis, Greenfield Town Council President  
 
Councilor Lobik held the following second reading:  

 Borrow $5,000,000 to establish a telecommunications system operated by the Municipal Light 
Plant  

 $45,000 be appropriated from the Contractual Agreement Stabilization Fund to the Negotiated 
Salary Account line item for the settlement of contracts. 

 
President Allis opened the Public Hearing at 8:00 pm and asked if anyone from the public wished to speak. 
Seeing none he noted the hearing would remain open.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
MAYOR:  Mayor Martin spoke regarding senior citizens and the parking garage.  
 
Council on Aging Director Macary discussed and made a power point presentation (attached) to the Town 
Council.  
 
Mayor Martin and Mr. Pollotta discussed the attached layout and financial information (attached) regarding 
the most recent senior center proposal.    
 
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE: None. 
 
TOWN OFFICERS: None. 
 
President Allis asked if anyone wished to speak for the Public Hearing; seeing none he closed the hearing at 
9:06 pm.  
 
MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Mass, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO SUSPEND THE RULES OF PROCEDURE TO TAKE UP A MOTION FOR 
RECONSIDERATION.  
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Order no. FY 16-159 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Mass, second by Councilor Renaud, it was, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL RECONSIDERS THE 
FOLLOWING MOTION DEFEATED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL ON MARCH 16, 2016: 

Order no. FY 16-135 
Financial Order 16-31 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lobik, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was roll call vote 5 yes and 6 
no, 
DEFEATED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR, THAT 
THE SUM OF $4,750,000, BE APPROPRIATED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW SENIOR 
CENTER, AND TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION, THE TREASURER WITH THE APPROVAL 
OF THE MAYOR, IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO BORROW SAID SUM OF $4,750,000, 
PURSUANT TO MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 44, SECTION 7 (3) OR ANY 
OTHER ENABLING STATUTE, AND THE MAYOR IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO APPLY FOR, 
CONTRACT FOR, ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY FEDERAL AND/OR STATE GRANTS 
AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROJECT TO BE USED TO REDUCE THE WITHIN APPROPRIATION, 
AND FURTHER, THE MAYOR IS AUTHORIZED TO TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO 
CARRY OUT THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THESE PROJECTS. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Mass, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING “$4,750,000” AND INSERT “$4,200,000” IN 
TWO PLACES AND BY DELETING THE WORD “SENIOR” AND INSERTING IN ITS PLACE 
“COMMUNITY”.   
 
DISCUSSION: Discussion on the motion as amended included the following:  

 A multi use community center would be a “win win” for the town.  

 Concerned of the ecosystem in the building.  

 Questions have been answered, feeling comfortable with the amended amount.  

 Thanks for all the communication and information.  
 
It was by roll call, unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR, THAT THE 
SUM OF $4,200,000, BE APPROPRIATED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW 
COMMUNITY CENTER, AND TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION, THE TREASURER WITH 
THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR, IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO BORROW SAID SUM OF 
$4,200,000, PURSUANT TO MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 44, SECTION 7 (3) 
OR ANY OTHER ENABLING STATUTE, AND THE MAYOR IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO 
APPLY FOR, CONTRACT FOR, ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY FEDERAL AND/OR STATE 
GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROJECT TO BE USED TO REDUCE THE WITHIN 
APPROPRIATION, AND FURTHER, THE MAYOR IS AUTHORIZED TO TAKE ANY ACTION 
NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THESE PROJECTS, AS 
AMENDED. 
 
Order no. FY 16-152 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Renaud, second by Councilor Mass, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION: JOSH BREITNER – REMAINDER OF A THREE YEAR 
TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2017 (TO FILL VACANCY) 
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DISCUSSION: Councilor Renaud stated the Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -152. 
 
Order no. FY 16-153 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Renaud, second by Councilor Mass, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE CEMETERY COMMISSION: DAN V. OROS – REMAINDER OF A THREE YEAR TERM TO 
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2018 (TO FILL VACANCY LEFT BY THE PASSING OF BILL ALLEN) 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Renaud stated the Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -153. 
 
Order no. FY 16-154 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Renaud, second by Councilor Mass, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10, ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE CULTURAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE: STEPHEN HUSSEY – ALL TERMS TO EXPIRE 
WHEN THE PROJECT IS COMPLETE . 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Renaud stated the Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation.  
 
It was unanimously,   
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -154. 
 
Order no. FY 16-156 
Financial Order 16-53 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lobik, second by Councilor Mass, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR, THAT THE 
SUM OF $5,000,000 BE APPROPRIATED TO ESTABLISH A TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 
OPERATED BY THE MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT AND TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION, THE 
TREASURER WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR, IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO 
BORROW SAID SUM OF $5,000,000, PURSUANT TO MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, 
CHAPTER 44, SECTION 8 (8) OR ANY OTHER ENABLING STATUTE, AND THE MAYOR IS 
HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO APPLY FOR, CONTRACT FOR, ACCEPT AND EXPEND ANY 
FEDERAL AND/OR STATE GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR THIS PROJECT TO BE USED TO 
REDUCE THE WITHIN APPROPRIATION, AND FURTHER, THE MAYOR IS AUTHORIZED TO 
TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THESE 
PROJECTS; PROVIDED FURTHER, THAT ALTHOUGH THE BONDS SHALL BE GENERAL 
OBLIGATIONS OF THE TOWN, THEY SHALL BE PAYABLE IN THE FIRST INSTANCE FROM 
AVAILABLE REVENUES RECEIVED FROM THE OPERATION OF THE SYSTEM.   
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DISCUSSION:  Councilor Lobik stated the Ways and Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.  Questions and discussion included the following: 

 The free pilot program on Main Street was a work in progress.  

 Rates would be established when the department was created. The estimated commercial price was 
$39.95 per 100 megabits. 

 There would be both mobile and fixed networks. 

 This project/department would be revenue neutral and would pay for itself out of income 
generated.  

 The most economically innovative project for Greenfield.  
 
It was unanimously,   
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -156, Financial Order 16-53. 
 
Order no. FY 16-157 
Financial Order 16-49 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lobik, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, THAT $45,000 BE APPROPRIATED 
FROM THE CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT STABILIZATION FUND TO THE NEGOTIATED 
SALARY ACCOUNT LINE ITEM FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF CONTRACTS. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Lobik stated the Ways and Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.  Ms. Kelly and Chief Haigh discussed the following with the Councilors: 

 Unit A patrolman’s contract had been finalized; the dispatch was for back-pay from July 1, 20165. 

 Hesitancy to appropriate funds for an unsettled contract; this sets precedence.    

 This was a gesture of good faith towards the dispatch workers.  

 Contract stabilization accounts were a gesture of good faith for all employees.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Mass, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING 
CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS AT 9:37 PM.  
 
President Allis stated the Town Council reconvened from Executive Session at 9:54 pm. He stated that 
while in Executive Session no votes were taken and discussion was held regarding union negotiations.  
 
Discussion continued regarding the following motion: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL LAWS, THAT $45,000 BE APPROPRIATED FROM THE CONTRACTUAL 
AGREEMENT STABILIZATION FUND TO THE NEGOTIATED SALARY ACCOUNT LINE 
ITEM FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF CONTRACTS. 

 It was not uncommon in the private sector to do this.  

 Dispatch deserves the benefit.  

 Inclined to table the measure until contracts were settled.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Burge, it was unanimously, 
VOTED:  TO CALL THE QUESTION.  
 
It was by majority, 2 no,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -157, Financial Order 16-49. 
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Order no. FY 16-150 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Mass, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR, THAT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH M.G.L. LAW CHAPTER 30B, §12B, THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL  
APPROVES A TWENTY (20) YEAR TERM FOR THE MILLBROOK WELLFIELD SOLAR 
PROJECT  BETWEEN THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD AND SUN EDISON. 

DISCUSSION:   Councilor Ricketts and Lobik stated the Economic Development Committee and Ways 
and Means Committee forwarded unanimous positive recommendations.   
 
It was unanimously,   
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -150. 
 
Order no. FY 16-158 
Financial Order 16-52 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Lobik, second by Councilor Mass, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE MAYOR, THE 
FOLLOWING BORROWING AUTHORITIES TOTALING $8,410,202 BE RESCINDED:  
 2/20/2002 Land acquisition for the Senior Center $100,000 
 6/6/2010 ESCO Projects $ 200,000 
 7/21/2010 Upgrade Parking Lot Equipment $ 30,380 
 12/1/2013 Repave Chapman & Davis Parking $ 1,609  
 4/16/2014 Purchase 1 ton Dump Truck 4/16/14 $ 8,167 
 4/16/2014 Purchase Loader 4/16/14 $ 24,177  
  3/30/2011 WPCP Vactor Dump Station $ 2,209 

6/13/2012 Purchase 1 Ton Dump Truck 6/12 $ 4,455 
6/13/2012 Purchase Vehicle Sewer Dept  $ 1,600 
6/8/2011 Oak Hill Water Sands $ 80,000 
11/9/2011 Hurricane Irene Borrowing $ 6,085,750 
4/19/2014 Purch Evidence Refrig & Locker $ 6,855 
4/19/2014 Repair Green River Sch Roof 4/                       $ 35,000 
5/20/2015 Purch Modular 5/2014                                       $ 80,000 
6/17/2015 Green River School                                            $ 500,000 

 1/19/2011 Four Corners Green Repair                $1,250,000 
  Total     $8,410,202 
 
DISCUSSION:  Councilor Lobik stated the Ways and Means Committee forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation.    
 
It was unanimously,    
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -158, Financial Order 16-52. 
 
Order no. FY 16-155 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Renaud, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL APPROVES 
THE RESOLUTION TITLED “COMPLETE STREETS RESOLUTION: TOWN OF GREENFIELD, 
MA”.  
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DISCUSSION: Councilor Ricketts stated the Economic Development Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation.    
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY 16 -045, Financial Order 16-007. 
 
Order no. FY 16-160 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Mass, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL HEREBY 
INITIATES THE FOLLOWING ZONE CHANGE IN ACCORDANCE WITH M.G.L.C 40A 
SECTION 5:    
AMEND THE  CODE OF THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD, ZONING ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 
200, SECTION 200-4.10 (C), BY ADDING “LIGHT INDUSTRY, MANUFACTURING OR 
PROCESSING PLANT” AS A USE ALLOWED BY SPECIAL PERMIT WITHIN THE OFFICE (O) 
DISTRICT AND BY AMENDING THE TABLE OF USES.  
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND SIMILAR PAPERS  
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
NEW BUSINESS: Councilor Lobik held the following first reading: 

 First reading to transfer $228,000 out of contractual stabilization for teachers’ contract 

 First reading to appropriate $50,000 from Available Funds to Unemployment Trust 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wainstein, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO DEDICATE A PAGE IN THE MINUTES TO JAMES HUTCHINSON.  
 
Councilor Ricketts requested the Committee Chairs discuss automatically forwarding certain emails and 
correspondence directly to the Mayor or Ms. Kelly.  
 
MOTIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Mass, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was unanimously 
VOTED: TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:15 P.M. 
 

A true copy, 
 
 
 
 

Attest:  
Deborah J. Tuttle, Town Clerk 
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GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

 

GCTV-15 

Regular Meeting 

April 20, 2016 

  

  

 16-159 

 Amended 

1. Sund, Verne P Y     

2. Lobik, John P Y     

3. Allis, Brickett P Y     

4. Muzyka-Pyfrom, Wanda P Y     

5. Wainstein, Robert P Y     

6. Burge, Maria P Y     

7. Childs, William P Y     

8. Stempel, Ashley P Y     

9. Leonovich, Daniel P Y     

10. Mass, Isaac P Y     

11. Renaud, Karen P Y     

12. Ricketts, Penny P Y     

13. Maloni, Mark A ---     

 

 


