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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

COMMITTEE: APPOINTMENTS AND ORDINANCE  
PLACE: Greenfield City Hall Meeting Room, 2nd Floor/Zoom Hybrid     
DATE: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 
TIME: 6:00 PM 
 

To join in person: 
City Hall, 14 Court Square, Greenfield 

 
To join via Zoom: 

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/94966109746?pwd=dmhTVnIyWXBoNGE2ZlFqbnZWMFVOQT09 
Meeting ID: 949 6610 9746 

 
To join via phone: 

Dial by your location 

+1 309 205 3325 US 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

+1 646 931 3860 US 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

+1 305 224 1968 US 

+1 689 278 1000 US 

+1 719 359 4580 US 

+1 253 205 0468 US 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

+1 360 209 5623 US 

+1 386 347 5053 US 

+1 507 473 4847 US 

+1 564 217 2000 US 

+1 669 444 9171 US 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 949 6610 9746 Passcode: 043963 

Find your local number: https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/aeuBZrjW87 

 

 
 
AGENDA: (Please note: All items listed on this agenda may not be considered or discussed at this 
meeting and may be addressed at future meetings.) 
 

1. Call to Order 

CHAIRS STATEMENT: This meeting is being recorded by the Appointment and Ordinance Committee. If 
any other persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time.  

https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/j/94966109746?pwd=dmhTVnIyWXBoNGE2ZlFqbnZWMFVOQT09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://greenfield-ma-gov.zoom.us/u/aeuBZrjW87&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1710164916898674&usg=AOvVaw3yC9_bBXjpvG2BGsY9KcSC
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(THIS STATEMENT DOES NOT REQUIRE TO BE ANNOUNCED) FOR COUNCILORS 

APPEARING REMOTELY: In accordance with open meeting law, when a Councilor or Councilors 
attend remotely, the chair would need to acknowledge the members of the Council/Committee who are 
appearing via remote access and inform the full Council/Committee that all votes will be taken by roll 
call. Councilors attending remotely are encouraged to have their video on at times when they are speaking 
and voting. 

2. Roll Call of Members 

3. Accept minutes -  February 14, 2024 (Pg. 3) 

4. Public Comment  

5. Public Hearings – None 

6. Motions   

 Mayor’s Appointments & Re-Appointments: Greenfield Local Cultural Council – Joseph JJ White; 
Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee – Marie Francoise Hatte; Commission on 
Disability Access – Louise Amyot; Human Rights Commission – Brian Chamberlain; Council on 
Aging – Noreen Grogan; Crossroads Cultural District Committee – Kate Broughan; Mayor’s Task 
Force Against Domestic Violence – Janine Graves (Mayor’s Appointee), Amanda Sanderson. (Pg. 
10) 

 Amend Rules of Procedure 565-14: Request by Councilor for Legal Opinions/Material. (Pg. 22) 

 Take from the Table FY24-065 - Amend Rules of Procedure §565-12: Public Participation, 
subsection A: Conduct; subsection B: Non Residents. (Pg. 26) 
 

7. Discussion 

 Amend City Code Section 110: Capital Improvement Planning Committee (public hearing 
required) (Pg. 29) 

 Amend Charter Chapter 5: Finance and Fiscal Procedures, Section 3: Submission of Budget and 
Budget Message; Section 6: Action on the Budget; and Section 10: Capital Improvement Program. 
(public hearing required) (Pg. 31) 

 Amend Charter Section 2-10: Council Review of Certain Appointments (public hearing required) 
(Pg. 32) 

 Final Report and Recommendations submitted by the Greenfield Charter Chapters 7-7 & 7-8 
Review Ad Hoc Committee.(Continued discussion or further action taken, including the 
possibility of a public hearing, if any) 

 Updates and status on the following proposals and amendments, if any - 
o Proposed Ordinance to Address Dog Bite and Dangerous Dogs in Greenfield Ma. (Pg. 33) 
o Ride for Hire Ordinance. (Pg. 41) 
o Amend Rules of Procedure §565-12: Public Participation  (Pg. 48) 

 
8. Next Meeting – April 10, 2024, 6:00 pm, via City Hall Meeting Room, 2nd Floor/Zoom Hybrid, unless 

otherwise posted. 

9. Adjournment 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MAY BE CALLED 

Please note that the list of topics was comprehensive at the time of posting, however, the public body may consider and take action on 
unforeseen matters not specifically named in this notice. Posted in accordance with M.G.L.c 30A § 18-25. 
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APPOINTMENTS AND ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
February 14, 2024 

 
City Hall Meeting Room, 2nd Floor/Zoom Hybrid                                                6:00 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER Chairperson Golub called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
CHAIRPERSON STATEMENT: This meeting was being recorded by the Appointments and Ordinance 
Committee. If any other persons present were doing the same they must notify the chairperson at this time.  
 
COUNCILORS PRESENT IN PERSON:  Councilors Golub, Gordon, Mastrototaro and Ricketts. 
 
COUNCILORS PRESENT REMOTELY: Councilor Minhas. 
 
ABSENT:   None.  
 
ALSO PRESENT  Mayor Virginia Desorgher; Finance Director Diana Schindler; Chief of Staff Keith Barnicle 
and members of the public. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Mastrototaro, it was by roll call, 5 yes, 0 no, 
VOTED: TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENTS AND ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES DATED 
JANUARY 10, 2024. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: The following members of the public spoke: 

 Gary Seldon, Traver Court, thanked all the Councilors for their efforts to include the public in their 
meetings and support the proposal to change the rules of procedure regarding public participation. 

 Alan Collins, County Club Road, spoke in opposition of any proposed changes to the Charter Chapters 7-7 
& 7-8 regarding Citizen Referndums and Initi; particularly, the number of signature required to submit such 
requests. 

 David Lewis, High Street, spoke in opposition to the proposed recommended amount of the collection of 
650 signatures for a Citizen’s Petition and believed the 10% of voters who voted in the last election. 

 Sandy Kosterman, Barton Road, spoke in opposition to the proposed amount of the collection of 650 
signatures for a Citizen’s Referendums. 

 Joan Marie Jackson, Chestnut Hill, noted (as did previous speakers) that this issue was voted on by the 
voters of Greenfield in 2021, and to bring this issue up again in just 3 years was unnecessary and went 
against what voters had previously decided. 

 Alice Timmons, Haywood Street, reminded the Committee Members this issue has already been voted and 
opposed the discussion being addressed in less than 3 years since the vote. 

 Donna Festinger, Precinct 6, urged the Committee Members to keep in place an easier process for 
constituents to submit initiatives and petitions to allow more participation in government and a fair 
opportunity for their voices to be heard. 

 Mitchell Speight, Chestnut Hill, noted this issue had already been voted on by the voters of Greenfield 3 
years ago and was unnecessary to re-address this issue. 

 Al Norman, Grinnell Street, who as a member of the ad hoc committee that reviewed City Charter sections 
7-7 & 7-8, read and submitted for the record a prepared testimonial including impact on Citizen Initiatives 
and his conclusions. (See attached). 
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 Glen Ayers, Davis Street, spoke to his opposition to the proposed recommended amount of the collection 
of 650 signatures for the submission of a Citizen’s Referendum. 

 Stephanie Duclos, Chapman Street, spoke to her opposition to the increase in signatures required to submit 
a Citizen’s Referendum. She also inquired if the proposed language for the public participation in the rules 
of procedure had been vetted by an attorney to ensure the proper wording had been used. 

 Pamela Goodwin, High Street, spoke to her opposition to increase the amount of signatures required to the 
proposed recommendation of 650. She supported the proposed ordinance regarding the dog bites and 
dangerous dogs. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: None. 
 
Chairperson Golub invited David Singer, former Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee, to review Charter Chapter 7-7 & 
7-8 to present their report and recommendations: 

 The Ad Hoc Committee was established by the Appointments & Ordinance Committee to discuss and 
attempt to reach a consensus regarding the vital aspects of [Greenfield Charter] Section 7-7 and 7-8. 

 Chapter 7-7 provided a method to provide voters the ability to petition the council to pass legislation and 
forward a vote to the ballot. 

 Chapter 7-8 provided voters the ability to petition the council to reconsider a yes vote. If the council re-
affirms their vote after reconsideration, the petition could be brought to the ballot to overrule the Council’s 
yes vote. 

 The report submitted by the Committee were the minutes from their final meeting which showed the nature 
of what the Committee believed to be the core issues and what could be agreed upon to forward to the 
Appointments & Ordinance Committee for review and further action, if any. 

 With following the percentages, it took 650 voters to first present the petition before the City Council. If the 
City Council voted no to the petition, it would take another 325 voters in addition to the 650, to place the 
matter on the ballot. 

 The timelines stated in the Charter were generous and did not prolong the procedure for an unnecessary 
length of time. 

 The Ad Hoc Committee had reached some consensus on encouraging initiative petitions and to have an 
initial threshold of 10% or 650 people was discouraging for petitioners to come before the City Council. 
Secondly, the Committee wanted to provide another step in the process to reduce the number of people 
required to file a petition and mandate the City Council to hold a public hearing. If a petitioner wanted to 
move forward they could obtain more signatures; however, the number of required signatures would be 
reduced from 650 to 150 to have a petition heard before the City Council. If the Council rejects the petition 
through a no vote, the first 10 signatures on the petition first brought forward and filed with the City Clerk, 
would be given an opportunity to have an audience with a City Council Committee to come to an 
agreement on the matter that was brought by the petition. 

 The Committee could not reach a consensus with the process for the supplemental petition. There would 
always be some sort of power struggle between the votes, the Council (legislation) and the Mayor 
(executive). If 150 voters present their argument on a matter voted by the Council and was rejected, the 
matter could go on the ballot. This procedure would not give the Council much power to do anything 
because if voters could go straight to the ballot, then coming before the Council would be fruitless; the 
Councilors and petitioners would not be given the opportunity to negotiate. If the negotiations ended 
without a compromise and agreement from both sides the petitioner would need to obtain additional 
signatures in order to forward it to the ballot. 

 It was believed there was a possibility to amend the initiative petition process that would be an easier way 
for the petitioner to bring their issue to the Council. 
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 Suggestion was made to leave the language in [Charter Section] 7-8 as was currently written; however, there 
was too much cross reference to 7-7 that the two sections would need to be completely separated to avoid 
any further confusion. 

 There were two ways to amend the Charter: One is the Council amends the Charter and then the Mayor 
signed off on it. A referendum petition could be filed against the Council vote would only be blocked and 
could not move forward. Second, a Charter Commission could be created that reviews the Charter, which 
could take a longer time due to the fact a Charter Commission would need to be elected, and in turn they 
would work on the Charter for one (1) year and file a report that would go to the ballot based on their 
report. 

 
Chairperson Golub informed the Committee that she at this time would not be forwarding an proposals to amend 
the language to Charter Sections 7-7 & 7-8; however, if another Councilor wished to bring forward any proposals 
based on the report from the Committee or the discussion from tonight’s meeting they would be given the 
opportunity to do that. 

 
Order no. FY24-059 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Gordon, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was,  
MOVED: TO FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY 
COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS 
BY THE MAYOR AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Conservation Commission – Emily Boss (alternate to full member), Term to Expire December 31, 2027 
 
Planning Board – Jeff Sauser; Peter McIver; Amy McMahan (full member to alternate), Terms to Expire December 
31, 2027 
 
GCET Board of Commissioners – Melodie Goodwin, Term to Expire December 31, 2027 
 
Planning and Construction – John Shultis, Term to Expire December 31, 2027 
 
Agricultural Commission – Elizabeth Nett, Term to Expire December 31, 2027; Denise Leonard, Term to Expire 
December 31, 2026*; David Johnson, Term to Expire December 31, 2025* 
 
Commission on Disability Access – Amy MacKenzie, Term to Expire December 31, 2026* 
 
*Appointed to Short Terms to Maintain Staggered Terms. 
 
DISCUSSION: Committee Members expressed their thanks for those individuals who submitted their name and 
information for appointment to a Board, Committee and/or Commission. 
 
It was by roll call, 5 yes, 0 no, 
VOTED: TO FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION 
 
Order no. FY24-065 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Golub, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was,  
MOVED: TO FORWARD A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY 
COUNCIL AMENDS THE CITY COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE §565 RULE 12: PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION, SUBSECTION A: CONDUCT AND SUBSECTION B: NON RESIDENTS, BY 
DELETING LANGUAGE IN STRIKETHROUGH AND INSERTING IN ITS PLACE THE LANGUAGE 
IN BOLD AS FOLLOWS: 



 

6 

 

 
New Language Proposal Draft: 

Rule 12, Public Participation at Council and Council Committee meetings.  

 

A. General 

 

(1) Upon the request of the presiding officer all persons shall be silent.  

 

(2) Any member of the public may be recognized to speak at the discretion of the presiding officer or a majority of 

the members present.  

 

(3) When recognized, members of the public shall state their name and town of residence in an audible tone for the 

record. 

 

B. Public Comment Agenda Item 

 

(1) All Council meetings and Council Committee meetings shall provide for a period of public comment. 

 

(2) Members of the public shall limit their remarks to matters generally under the purview of the City at full Council 

meetings or of the Committee at Council Committee meetings. 

 

(3) Any citizen or petitioner shall be limited to three minutes or another amount of time at the discretion of the 

presiding officer.  

 

(4) Members of the public who are not residents of Greenfield may speak after all residents who wish to do so have 

spoken. 

 

DISCUSSION: Chairperson Golub noted that she did not confer with an attorney on this proposed language, as 

inquired by a member of the public. She believed this language should be vetted with an attorney before forwarding 

to the full Council. 

 

MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Golub, second by Councilor Mastrototaro, it was by roll call, 5 yes, 0 no, 
TABLED: ORDER FY24-065. 

 

Chairperson Golub opened discussion on the status and/or updates for the following proposals: 

 Amendment to Greenfield Charter Chapter 6-11: Public Safety Commission (Updated version) – Councilor 

Ricketts noted that some of the proposed language had already been voted on by the Council and 

forwarded to the State Legislation for approval. Co-sponsored by Councilors Ricketts and Gordon, they 

received the information they had requested and Councilor Ricketts conferred with {Former Councilor} 

Forgey, who originally submitted this proposal to receive further information on the issue. The Councilors 

would require additional time to review the information received as well as confer with the Public Safety 

Commission members on their input. They requested this issue be placed on their April agenda. 

 Proposed Ordinance to Address Dog Bite and Dangerous Dogs in Greenfield Ma. – Councilor Minhas 

noted that during his research he was informed by some of the Councilors they had an issue with some of 
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the proposed language so he would require more time. He believed it would be ready to present at the 

March Appointments & Ordinance meeting. 

 Ride for Hire Ordinance – Councilor Mastrototaro noted that he would have a final proposal to present at 

the Appointments & Ordinance Committee’s March meeting. 

 Proposal for the selection of a Council Attorney – Councilor Golub was in the process of preparing a 

written proposal. She noted the proposal would be ready for discussion and recommendation at the March 

Appointments & Ordinance Committee meeting. 

 

Next meeting scheduled for March 13, 2024, 6pm, City Hall Meeting Room, 2nd Floor/Hybrid, unless otherwise 

posted. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Ricketts, second by Councilor Gordon, it was by roll call, 5 yes, 0 
no, 
VOTED:  TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:25 P.M. 
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As read and submitted into the record by Al Norman at the February 14, 2024, 
Appointments & Ordinance Committee Meeting.
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Order no. FY 24-071 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL, PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10, AFFIRMS THE 

FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS & RE-APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR (ALL TERMS TO EXPIRE 

DECEMBER 31, 2027) 

 

Greenfield Local Cultural Council – Joseph JJ White 

 

Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee – Marie-Francoise Hatte 

 

Commission on Disability Access – Louise Amyot 

 

Human Rights Commission - Brian Chamberlain 

 

Council on Aging – Noreen Grogan 

 

Crossroads Cultural District Committee – Kate Broughan 

 

Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence – Janine Greaves (Mayor’s Appointee); Amanda Sanderson 

 

 
Majority Vote Required. 

 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale: Charter Section 2-10 does not call for a formal vote to affirm the appointees but does say that “at 

least nine (9) members shall be necessary to reject an appointment proposed by the Mayor” 
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Order no. FY 24-073 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

Councilor     :  

 

Second by Councilor    : 

 

 

The City Council,  

 

Moved that it be ordered, 
 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL VOTES TO AMEND THE CITY COUNCIL RULES OF 

PROCEDURE §565-14, RULE 14: REQUEST BY COUNCILORS FOR LEGAL OPINIONS/MATERIAL, BY 

ADDING LANGUAGE IN BOLD AND BY DELETING LANGUAGE IN STRIKETHROUGH AS 

FOLLOWS: 

§ 565-14 

Rule 14, Request by Councilors for legal opinions/material. 
[Amended 2-15-2023 by Order No. FY 23-107] 

A. Definition. "Request by Councilors for legal opinions" is defined as any request by a Councilor for a legal 
opinion/material from any person that would incur an expense for the City of Greenfield. 

B. Action required by Councilors Request. Any Councilor(s) wishing to receive an opinion or material that 

would incur an expense must submit in writing to the City Council President and Vice President the detailed 

reasons for the request, with proposed scope of work for counsel. the name of an appropriate legal 
counselor chosen based on the area of expertise, and an outline of the estimated cost. The Council President 
and Vice President will have 20 calendar days to submit their approval or rejection in writing to the requesting 

Councilor(s). If the requesting Councilor wishes to submit a suggestion for a legal counselor, they may 

submit the name along with the estimated cost. 

C. Approval of request for legal opinions/materials Agreement or Disapproval. When an approval is granted, 
the requesting Councilor(s) will forward the request, along with the name and contact information of the 
chosen legal counselor and estimated cost invoice, to the Clerk of the Council. The Clerk will send the legal 
counselor the request for the opinion/materials. Once the opinion/material is received, it will be forwarded to 

the full Council. The Council President and Vice President will have 20 calendar days to submit their 

agreement to proceed with seeking counsel or rejection of request in writing to the requesting 

Councilor(s). 

If a rejection is entered, or if the President and Vice President could not reach a unanimous decision 

https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229493#42229493
https://ecode360.com/42229494#42229494
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
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about whether to hire legal counsel, the Councilor(s) can appeal the decision by having said request 

placed on the next regular Council meeting agenda for consideration by the full Council. If a majority 

of the full Council approves the measure, the Councilor(s) would proceed as outlined in Subsection D. 

D. Rejection of request for legal opinions/materials Selection of Legal Counsel. If a rejection is entered, or if 
the President and Vice President could not reach a unanimous decision, the Councilor(s) can appeal the 
decision by having said request placed on the next regular Council meeting agenda for consideration by the 
full Council. If a majority of the full Council approves the measure, the Councilor(s) would proceed as outlined 

in Subsection C. In the case of an approval of the request, the Council President and Vice President will 

select a legal counselor. If the Council President and Vice President cannot agree on a legal 

counselor, they will bring the selection of such counselor to Committee Chairs for a vote. 

The Council President will then seek a good faith estimate from the selected legal counselor with 

expected cost and possible expenses to be incurred. The estimate shall be obtained through the 

exercise of sound business practice. 

E. Payment for legal counselor services Review of Proposal. The legal counsel will submit a good faith 

estimate to tThe City Council President and Vice President, which shall include expected cost and possible 
expenses to be incurred. Council leadership shall review the estimate and within 10 days submit their approval 
or rejection in writing to the Council Clerk. If approved the process in Subsection C shall be followed (as 
applicable); if rejected the process in Subsection D shall be followed (as applicable). 

If the Council President and Vice President approve the proposal, the Council President will forward 

the payment request, along with the name and contact information of the chosen legal counselor and 

estimated cost invoice, to the Clerk of the Council.  

If the Council President and Vice President reject the proposal, they may select another legal 

counselor and the process in Subsection D shall be followed (as applicable). If Councilors disagree 

with this decision, the process in Subsection C may be followed. 

F. Contracting legal opinions/materials. The Clerk will send the legal counselor the request for the 

opinion/materials. Once the opinion/material is received, it will be forwarded to the full Council. 

Note to Councilors: MGL Chapter 30B Section 4c states “A procurement in the amount of less than $10,000 

shall be obtained through the exercise of sound business practices. 

 

Majority Vote Required 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  
 

Proposed language submitted by Councilor Golub on February 27, 2024. 

Previous language and proposed new language. 

https://ecode360.com/42229496#42229496
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
https://ecode360.com/42229497#42229497
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
https://ecode360.com/42229496#42229496
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
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Updated proposal submitted by Councilor Golub on February 27, 2024 

 

Current Language: 

§ 565-14 

Rule 14, Request by Councilors for legal opinions/material. 

[Amended 2-15-2023 by Order No. FY 23-107] 

A. Definition. "Request by Councilors for legal opinions" is defined as any request by a Councilor for a legal 

opinion/material from any person that would incur an expense for the City of Greenfield. 

B. Action required by Councilors. Any Councilor(s) wishing to receive an opinion or material that would incur an 

expense must submit in writing to the City Council President and Vice President the reasons for the request, the 

name of an appropriate legal counselor chosen based on the area of expertise, and an outline of the estimated cost. 

The Council President and Vice President will have 20 calendar days to submit their approval or rejection in writing 

to the requesting Councilor(s). 

C. Approval of request for legal opinions/materials. When an approval is granted, the requesting Councilor(s) 

will forward the request, along with the name and contact information of the chosen legal counselor and estimated 

cost invoice, to the Clerk of the Council. The Clerk will send the legal counselor the request for the 

opinion/materials. Once the opinion/material is received, it will be forwarded to the full Council. 

D. Rejection of request for legal opinions/materials. If a rejection is entered, or if the President and Vice 

President could not reach a unanimous decision, the Councilor(s) can appeal the decision by having said request 

placed on the next regular Council meeting agenda for consideration by the full Council. If a majority of the full 

Council approves the measure, the Councilor(s) would proceed as outlined in Subsection C. 

E. Payment for legal counselor services. The legal counsel will submit a good faith estimate to the City Council 

President and Vice President, which shall include expected cost and possible expenses to be incurred. Council 

leadership shall review the estimate and within 10 days submit their approval or rejection in writing to the Council 

Clerk. If approved the process in Subsection C shall be followed (as applicable); if rejected the process in 

Subsection D shall be followed (as applicable). 

 

Proposed Change: 

§ 565-14 

Rule 14, Request by Councilors for legal opinions/material. 

[Amended 2-15-2023 by Order No. FY 23-107] 

https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229493#42229493
https://ecode360.com/42229494#42229494
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
https://ecode360.com/42229496#42229496
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
https://ecode360.com/42229497#42229497
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
https://ecode360.com/42229496#42229496
https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
https://ecode360.com/42229492?highlight=legal,legal%20counsel&searchId=15553617303491520#42229492
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A. Definition. "Request by Councilors for legal opinions" is defined as any request by a Councilor for a legal 

opinion/material from any person that would incur an expense for the City of Greenfield. 

B. Councilor Request. Any Councilor(s) wishing to receive an opinion or material that would incur an expense 

must submit in writing to the City Council President and Vice President detailed reasons for the request with 

proposed scope of work for counsel. If the requesting Councilor wishes to submit a suggestion for a legal counselor, 

they may submit the name along with the estimated cost. 

C. Agreement or Disapproval. The Council President and Vice President will have 20 calendar days to submit 

their agreement to proceed with seeking counsel or rejection of request in writing to the requesting Councilor(s).  

If a rejection is entered, or if the President and Vice President could not reach a unanimous decision about whether 

to hire legal counsel, the Councilor(s) can appeal the decision by having said request placed on the next regular 

Council meeting agenda for consideration by the full Council. If a majority of the full Council approves the measure, 

the Councilor(s) would proceed as outlined in Subsection D. 

D. Selection of Legal Counsel. In the case of an approval of the request, the Council President and Vice President 

will select a legal counselor. If the Council President and Vice President cannot agree on a legal counselor, they will 

bring the selection of such counselor to Committee Chairs for a vote. 

The Council President will then seek a good faith estimate from the selected legal counselor with expected cost and 

possible expenses to be incurred. The estimate shall be obtained through the exercise of sound business practice. 

E. Review of Proposal. The Council President and Vice President shall review the estimate and within 10 days 

submit their approval or rejection in writing to the Council Clerk.  

If the Council President and Vice President approve the proposal, the Council President will forward the payment 

request, along with the name and contact information of the chosen legal counselor and estimated cost invoice, to 

the Clerk of the Council.  

If the Council President and Vice President reject the proposal, they may select another legal counselor and the 

process in Subsection D shall be followed (as applicable). If Councilors disagree with this decision, the process in 

Subsection C may be followed. 

F. Contracting legal opinions/materials. The Clerk will send the legal counselor the request for the 

opinion/materials. Once the opinion/material is received, it will be forwarded to the full Council. 

Note to Councilors: MGL Chapter 30B Section 4c states “A procurement in the amount of less than $10,000 shall be 

obtained through the exercise of sound business practices.” 

https://ecode360.com/42229493#42229493
https://ecode360.com/42229494#42229494
https://ecode360.com/42229495#42229495
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Order no. FY 24-072 

 

CITY COUNCIL ORDER  

City of GREENFIELD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Councilor     :  

Second by Councilor    : 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE APPOINTMENTS & ORDINANCE COMMITTEE TAKE FROM THE TABLE ORDER NO. 
FY 24-065 “AMENDS THE CITY COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE §565 RULE 12: PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION, SUBSECTION A: CONDUCT AND SUBSECTION B: NON RESIDENTS,” WHICH 
WAS TABLED AT THE FEBRUARY 14, 2024, APPOINTMENTS & ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 
MEETING. 

Majority Vote Required. 

VOTE: 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  
 

TAKE FROM TABLE  YES  NO  ABST  

CALL THE QUESTION  YES  NO  ABST 

MAIN MOTION   YES  NO  ABST 

 

Order no. FY 24-065 

 

The City Council,  

Moved that it be ordered, 

THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL AMENDS THE CITY COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE 
§565 RULE 12: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION, SUBSECTION A: CONDUCT AND SUBSECTION B: NON 
RESIDENTS, BY DELETING LANGUAGE IN STRIKETHROUGH AND INSERTING IN ITS PLACE 
THE LANGUAGE IN BOLD AS FOLLOWS: 

 

§ 565-12.  Rule 12, Public Participation at Council and Council Committee meetings. 

A.   CONDUCT GENERAL 

Any member of the public desiring to address the City Council shall be recognized by the Chairperson or 

Presiding Officer, shall state their name and address in an audible tone for the record, and shall limit their 

remarks to matters of City business.  

 

(1)  Any citizen or petitioner shall be limited to three (3) minutes or another amount of time at the 

discretion of the Presiding Officer.   

 

(2) (1) Upon the request of the Presiding Officer all persons shall be silent.  
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(3) (2) Any member of the Ppublic members may be recognized to speak to the Council at the pleasure 

discretion of the Presiding Officer or a majority of the Council members present.  

 

(3) Public members may be recognized to speak to the Council at the pleasure of the Presiding Officer or a 

majority of the Council present. When recognized, members of the public shall state their name and 

town of residence in an audible tone for the record. 

 

B.   NON RESIDENTS PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 

 

(1)  All Council meetings and Council Committee meetings shall provide for a period of public 

comment. 

 

(2) Members of the public shall limit their remarks to matters generally under the purview of the 

City at full Council meetings or of the Committee at Council Committee meetings. 

 

(3) Any citizen or petitioner shall be limited to three minutes or another amount of time at the 

discretion of the presiding officer.  

           

 (4) Members of the public who are not residents of Greenfield may speak when after all residents who 

wish to do so have spoken. 
 

Majorityy Vote Required  

VOTE 

Explanation of supporting rationale:  

Proposed language submitted by Councilor Golub February 8, 2024 
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UPDATED LANGUAGE SUBMITTED BY COUNCILOR GOLUB FEBRUARY 8, 2024 

 

Current Language: 

§ 565-12 Rule 12, Public participation. [Amended 8-17-2022 by Order No. FY 23-023] 

 

A. Conduct. Any member of the public desiring to address the City Council shall be recognized by the 

Chairperson or presiding officer, shall state their name and address in an audible tone for the record, and shall 

limit their remarks to matters of City business. 

 

(1) Any citizen or petitioner shall be limited to three minutes or another amount of time at the discretion of the 

presiding officer. 

 

(2) Upon the request of the presiding officer all persons shall be silent. 

 

(3) Public members may be recognized to speak to the Council at the pleasure of the presiding officer or a 

majority of the Council present. 

 

B.  

Nonresidents. Members of the public who are not residents of Greenfield may speak when all residents who 

wish to do so have spoken. 

 

New Draft: 

Rule 12, Public Participation at Council and Council Committee meetings.  

 

A. General 

 

(1) Upon the request of the presiding officer all persons shall be silent.  

 

(2) Any member of the public may be recognized to speak at the discretion of the presiding officer or a 

majority of the members present.  

 

(3) When recognized, members of the public shall state their name and town of residence in an audible tone 

for the record. 

 

B. Public Comment Agenda Item 

 

(1) All Council meetings and Council Committee meetings shall provide for a period of public comment. 

 

(2) Members of the public shall limit their remarks to matters generally under the purview of the City at full 

Council meetings or of the Committee at Council Committee meetings. 

 

(3) Any citizen or petitioner shall be limited to three minutes or another amount of time at the discretion of the 

presiding officer.  

 

(4) Members of the public who are not residents of Greenfield may speak after all residents who wish to do so 

have spoken. 
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Updated proposal submitted by Councilor Golub on February 8, 2024 
 
 

An Order to Update the Composition of the Capital Improvement Planning Committee 

 

The City Council  

Move that it be Ordered, 

 

That the City Council approve the following changes to the Greenfield MA City Code, Chapter 110: Capital 

Improvement Planning Committee. 

 

Chapter 110: Capital Improvement Planning Committee 

 

§ 110-1: Appointment; membership. 

 

The Mayor shall establish and appoint A committee to be known as the "Capital Improvement Planning 

Committee," (will be established for one-year terms by February 1 of each year), composed of one member of 

the Planning and Construction Committee, one member of the Ways and Means (Chair or their designee), 

Committee of the Town Council, and the School (Committee Chair) Superintendent or his/her (or their) 

designee, (an appointee of the City Council, and an appointee of the mayor).  

 

The Town Accountant and/or the Director of Municipal Finance and Administration shall be an ex-officio staff 

member without the right to vote. The Committee shall choose its own officers. 

 

§ 110-2: Duties; information on proposed capital projects. 

 

A. The Committee shall study proposed capital projects and improvements involving major nonrecurring 

tangible assets and projects which: 

 

(1) Are purchased or undertaken at intervals of not less than five years; 

(2) Have a useful life of at least five years; and 

(3) Cost over $10,000. 

 

B. All officers, boards and committees, including the Mayor and the School Committee, shall, by February 1 of 

each year, give to the Committee, on forms prepared by it, information concerning all anticipated projects 

requiring Town Council attention during the ensuing six years.  

 

The Committee shall consider the relative need, impact, timing and cost of these expenditures and the effect 

each will have on the financial position of the Town. No appropriation shall be voted for a capital improvement 

requested by a department, board or commission unless the proposed capital improvement is considered in the 

Committee's report or the Committee shall first have submitted a report to the Mayor explaining the omission. 

 

§ 110-3: Capital improvement budget and program. 

 

The Committee shall prepare an annual report recommending a capital improvement budget for the next fiscal 

year, and a capital improvement program, including recommended capital improvements for the following five 

fiscal years. The report shall be submitted to the Mayor for consideration and approval. The Board shall submit 

its approved capital budget to the Town Council for adoption. 
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§ 110-4: Permitted expenditures. 

 

Such capital improvement program, after its adoption, shall permit the expenditure on projects included therein 

of sums from departmental budgets for surveys, architectural or engineering advice, options or appraisals; but no 

such expenditure shall be incurred on projects which have not been so approved by the Town through the 

appropriation of sums in the current year or in prior years, or for preliminary planning for projects to be 

undertaken more than five years in the future. 

 

§ 110-5: Publication and availability of reports. 

 

The Committee's report and the Mayor's recommended capital budget shall be published and made available in a 

manner consistent with the distribution of the Ways and Means Committee report. The Committee shall deposit 

its original report with the Town Clerk. 

 

Majority vote required. 
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Updated proposal submitted by Councilor Golub on February 27, 2024 
 

An Order to Update the City Charter Provisions Related to Finances & Fiscal Procedures 

The City Council  

Move that it be Ordered, 

 

Pursuant to MGL 43B Section 10 (a,b), that the City Council approve the following changes to the Greenfield MA 

City Charter, Article 5: Finance and Fiscal Procedures. 

 

SECTION 5-3: Submission of budget and budget message. 

 

Not later than April 22 annually 60 days before the start of the City's fiscal year, the Mayor shall submit to the City 

Council a proposed operating budget for the ensuing fiscal year with an accompanying budget message and 

supporting documents. The Mayor shall simultaneously provide for the publication in a local newspaper of a notice 

and a general summary of the proposed budget. The summary shall specifically indicate any major variations from 

the current operating budget and the reason for such changes. The notice shall further indicate the times and places 

at which complete copies of the proposed operating budget for the City are available for examination by the public. 

 

SECTION 5-6: Action on the budget. 

 

(c) Action by City Council. The City Council shall adopt the budget, with or without amendments by June 30 , 

within 60 days after it receives the proposed budget. In amending the budget, the City Council may increase or 

decrease amounts and expenditures as allowed under Section 32 of Chapter 44 of the General Laws. If the City 

Council fails to take any action with respect to any item in the proposed budget within 60 days after it receives the 

proposed budget, such amount shall, without any action by the City Council, become a part of the appropriations for 

the ensuing fiscal year and shall be available for the purposes specified. 

 

SECTION 5-10: Capital improvement program. 

 

(a) The Mayor shall submit a capital improvement program to the City Council no later than March 1 annually at 

least 120 days before the start of each fiscal year. The capital improvement program shall be based on material 

prepared by the Capital Improvement Program Committee established by ordinance. [1]  

 

It shall include: 

 

1. A clear and concise general summary of its contents; 

 

2. A list of all capital improvements proposed to be undertaken during the next ensuing five years, with supporting 

information as to the need for each capital improvement; cost estimates, methods of financing and recommended 

time schedules for each improvement; and, 

 

3. The estimated annual cost of operating and maintaining each facility and piece of major equipment involved. 

 

[1] Editor's Note: See Ch. 110, Capital Improvements Planning Committee. 

 

(b) This information is to be annually revised by the Mayor with regard to the capital improvements still pending or 

in the process of being acquired, improved or constructed. 

 

Two-thirds Vote Required (9). 
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Submitted by Councilor Golub February 13, 2024 
 

 

 

 

SECTION 2-10 Council review of certain appointments. 

 

(a) The Mayor shall submit to the City Council the name of each person the Mayor desires to appoint as a 

member of a multiple-member body. The City Council shall refer each such name as is submitted to it to a 

standing committee of the City Council which shall investigate each such candidate for appointment and shall 

make a report, with recommendations, to the full City Council not less than seven nor more than 30 days 

following such referral. 

 

(b)  Appointments made by the Mayor shall become effective on the 35th day following the date on which 

notice of the proposed appointment was filed with the Clerk of the Council, unless the City Council shall within 

the said 30 days vote to reject such appointment. The votes of at least nine members shall be necessary to reject 

an appointment proposed by the Mayor.  

 

To be added: If the Council meets within the 30 days and fails to reject as provided by this Section, those 

unrejected appointments shall be considered affirmed by the Council, the 35-day presumptive approval 

process considered satisfied, and those appointees will thereby be allowed to be immediately administered 

the oath of office without having to wait for the 35-day period to expire. 

 

The question on rejection of any appointment made by the Mayor shall not be subject to the procedure of 

Charter objection provided in Section 2-9(b) of this Charter. 
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See attached current ordinance Chapter 213 Animals along with the latest amended language 
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Order no. FY 23-082 

 

On December 21, 2022, the Greenfield City Council, on a motion by Councilor Golub, 
second by Councilor Desorgher, it was unanimously, 
 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED AMENDS THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
GREENFIELD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 213 – ANIMALS, SECTION 3, LICENSE FEES, 
SUBSECTION: D. BY DELETING THE WORD “BY” AND REPLACING WITH 
“BEFORE” ; AND REPLACING THE WORD “AFTER” WITH “FOLLOWING”, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Chapter 213 – Animals, Section 3: License Fees 
D. Should any owner or keeper fail to license a dog by before June 1, the owner or keeper shall 
pay a late charge of $25 before obtaining said license, excepting: 
(1) A dog brought into the Town City as provided in MGL c. 140, § 138. 
(2) When a State of Emergency has been declared by the State of Massachusetts. 
This late fee shall be applicable after the 45th day after following the arrival of such dog. 
 
AND FURTHER AMENDS THE INDEX OF THE CODE AND FURTHER THAT 
NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE ORDINANCE BE 
PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NUMBERING 
FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD.  
 
 
The motion was passed and so declared by the City Council President. 
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Fwd: Ride for Hire Ordinance - Edits and Comments Requested 
 

Dani Letourneau 
 

Jun 27, 2023, 2:51 PM (1 day ago)   

 
to Dan, Councilor, Roxann, Lori, me 

 
 

 
 

Council President Guin -  This is not for the 5-day deadline, just passing some unfinished work on, 
as we discussed in person. 

This is the work I did with licensing clerk Lori K on making changes to the vehicle-for-hire ordinance.  

It needs to be commented on by the PD since procedurally it has much more to do with their 
process than it does licensing. I am happy to assist as a private citizen when and if it comes to A&O.  

Best, Dani 

Dani Letourneau 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the Mayor 
City of Greenfield 
14 Court Square 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
413-772-1581 
413-824-1740 
dani.letourneau@greenfield-ma.gov 
 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Dani Letourneau <dani.letourneau@greenfield-ma.gov> 
Date: Mon, Nov 14, 2022 at 5:05 PM 
Subject: Ride for Hire Ordinance - Edits and Comments Requested 
To: Roxann Wedegartner <roxann.wedegartner@greenfield-ma.gov>, Robert Haigh 
<robert.haigh@greenfield-ma.gov> 
Cc: Daniel McCarthy <daniel.mccarthy@greenfield-ma.gov> 
 

Hello, Mayor, Chief, and Lieutenant,  
 
As you all know, over the past few years we have had issues with a certain Taxi service. One thing 
that I agree with the owner on was that the City's ordinance on Rides-For_hire needed to be updated. 
City Code 538. 
 
Attached is the latest draft of changes, worked on by me and Lori Krikorian. We aimed to clarify a few 
things:  
* This one ordinance applies for all ride-for-hire services, except TNCs (TNCs are Ubers and Lyfts, 
etc, which are covered under MGL and CANNOT be regulated locally). 
 

mailto:dani.letourneau@greenfield-ma.gov
mailto:dani.letourneau@greenfield-ma.gov
mailto:roxann.wedegartner@greenfield-ma.gov
mailto:robert.haigh@greenfield-ma.gov
mailto:daniel.mccarthy@greenfield-ma.gov
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* This ordinance makes it clear when you need a license from Greenfield, and when you do not (the 
old one did not make that), and how we can accept services licensed in other communities, to a 
certain extent.  
 
* In a few spots we repurposed language from either the state law on 
TNCs https://www.mass.gov/regulations/220-CMR-27400-transportation-network-companies 
 
* OR from the Massachusetts Ride for Hire Task Force final report from February 
2018 https://www.cityofmethuen.net/sites/g/files/vyhlif886/f/uploads/to2117detail.pdf 
 
 
For reference here is the current 
ordinance: https://ecode360.com/30792821?highlight=taxi&searchId=28521059920920479#3079282
1 
 

What I would like to do is have you all comment on this, and the Mayor gets final approval, then I 
would submit it to the council for them to send to A&O. At that time I may want the Chief or Lt 
McCarthy, who dealt with the AN Taxi situation, accompany me to A&O, but at this point, it may be 
January before we get there.  

 

Thank you,  

Dani Letourneau 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the Mayor 
City of Greenfield 
14 Court Square 
Greenfield, MA 01301 
413-772-1581 
413-824-1740 
dani.letourneau@greenfield-ma.gov 
 

https://www.mass.gov/regulations/220-CMR-27400-transportation-network-companies
https://www.cityofmethuen.net/sites/g/files/vyhlif886/f/uploads/to2117detail.pdf
https://ecode360.com/30792821?highlight=taxi&searchId=28521059920920479#30792821
https://ecode360.com/30792821?highlight=taxi&searchId=28521059920920479#30792821
mailto:dani.letourneau@greenfield-ma.gov
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Ride for Hire 
 
§1 Definitions 
Ride for Hire – Transportation of a passenger in a vehicle for a fee, including but not limited to any vehicle used as 
a livery, limousine, taxicab, hackney, rickshaw, or TNC vehicles. 
 
Ride for Hire driver/operator – Those individuals who provide transportation of a passenger in a vehicle for a fee, 
including but not limited to any vehicle used as a livery, limousine, taxicab, hackney, rickshaw, or TNC vehicle. 
 
Regularly – For the purposes of this ordinance a Ride for Hire driver/operator is considered to be regularly picking 
up passengers within the City of Greenfield if they pick up passengers in Greenfield two or more times in a month.  
 
Transportation Network Company (TNC) - A corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship or other entity that uses 
a Digital Network to connect Transportation Network Riders to Transportation Network Drivers to pre-arrange 
and provide transportation. 
 
Transportation Network Driver - An individual certified by a TNC to provide Transportation Network Services. 
 
§2 Applicability 
This ordinance applies to all Rides for Hire who regularly pick up passengers within the City of Greenfield (two or 
more times in a month).   For the purposes of this ordinance there is no distinction of the type of Ride for Hire (i.e. 
livery, taxi, etc).  
 
This ordinance does not apply to Transportation Network Companies (TNCs) or Transportation Network drivers, 
which are regulated by the Department of Public Utilities TNC Division. 
 
This ordinance does not apply to vehicles engaged exclusively to provide services to funeral homes, hospitals or 
other medical assistance/special needs vehicles, nor to any mass transit authority vehicles. 
 
§3 License required 
Business license 
All livery, taxi, or other Ride for Hire businesses (whether an individual driver/operator or collection of 
drivers/operators) seeking to conduct business in Greenfield must obtain a Ride for Hire business license from the 
Board of License Commissioners prior to operating a Ride for Hire business in the City of Greenfield. 
 
A Ride for Hire business license is valid until December 31st and must be renewed annually.  Unless otherwise set 
by the Board of License Commissioners, the annual fee for a Ride for Hire business license is $50. 
 
Driver/operator Ride for Hire license 
All drivers of liveries, taxis, or other Ride for Hire vehicles employed by a Ride for Hire business operating in 
Greenfield, must obtain a Ride for Hire driver/operator license from the Greenfield Chief of Police.   
 
All livery, taxi, or other Ride for Hire drivers who regularly pick up passengers in Greenfield (two or more times in 
a month) and who do not have a Ride for Hire driver/operator license issued by another Town or City in 
Massachusetts, must obtain a Ride for Hire driver/operator license from the Greenfield Chief of Police.  
 
Ride for Hire driver/operator licenses expire on December 31st and must be renewed annually.  The fee for a Ride 
for Hire driver/operator license will be set by the Chief of Police.   
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If a Ride for Hire driver has a Ride for Hire driver/operator license issued by another Massachusetts municipality, 
the driver must submit a copy to the Greenfield Chief of Police and to the owner of the Greenfield Ride for Hire 
business by whom they are employed before picking up passengers in Greenfield. 
 
§4 Driver/operator Ride for Hire applications 
Application 
Written application for a Ride for Hire driver/operator license shall be made to the Greenfield Chief of Police.  All 
applications shall set forth under the penalties of perjury such information as the Chief of Police may require. 
 
The Chief of Police shall conduct a nationwide background check for each Ride for Hire driver/operator which 
shall at a minimum include a review of multi-state criminal history database, multi-state motor vehicle driving 
history database, and U.S. Department of Justice National Sex Offender Public website. 
The Chief of Police shall conduct the nationwide background check for each Ride for Hire driver/operator not less 
than once annually. 
 
Driver/operator requirements 
Ride for Hire driver/operators must be at least 21 years old.  If the driver is under 23 years old, they must have held 
a valid United States driver’s license for not less than three years; if they are 23 years of age or older, they must have 
held a valid United States driver’s license for not less than one year.   
 
Grant or denial 
The Chief of Police may deny issuing a Ride for Hire driver/operator license if the background information 
demonstrates a risk to public safety or if there is a disqualifying condition. 
 
If an application for a Ride for Hire driver/operator license is disapproved by the Chief of Police, the applicant 
shall be informed in writing of the specific reasons for the disapproval and of the opportunity for a hearing before 
the Board of License Commissioners to review the decision.  Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the Chief of 
Police to grant a license may file a written appeal to the Board of License Commissioners containing a complete 
statement of the reasons why said refusal is unreasonable within 10 calendar days of the denial.  If the Board of 
License Commissioners finds that said refusal is unreasonable it may request the Chief of Police to grant the license. 
  
§5  Requirements 
Business 
The Ride for Hire business owner must provide the Chief of Police with a continuously updated list of those 
persons driving vehicles for the Ride for Hire business.  Failure to submit updated lists is a violation of this 
ordinance.   
 
It is the responsibility of the Ride for Hire business owner to ensure that all drivers have a valid Ride for Hire 
driver/operator license issued by the Greenfield Chief of Police or issued by another Massachusetts municipality.  It 
is a violation of this ordinance if any of the driver/operators employed by the business are not duly licensed. 
 
Drivers 
The Ride for Hire driver/operator license issued by the Greenfield Chief of Police or another Massachusetts 
municipality must be displayed within the vehicle in clear view of the passengers at all times when the vehicle is 
being operated.  The license must be displayed on both sides of a hang tag so that it is visible from both the inside 
and outside of the vehicle.  The license must contain a recent photo of the driver and the driver’s legal name. 
 
Vehicles 
All liveries, taxis, and other Ride for Hire vehicles must maintain vehicle insurance as required by the 
Commonwealth.  The minimum amount of insurance liability coverage may be adjusted at the discretion of the 
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Mayor or the Mayor’s designee.  The policy shall state that if it is revoked or amended the insurance company will 
notify the Board of License Commissioners no later than 30 days prior to the effective date of the revocation or 
amendment.  Evidence of such insurance shall be carried in the Ride for Hire vehicle at all times.  A copy of the 
insurance certificates for all Ride for Hire vehicles must be provided to the City annually by December 31st. 
 
All Ride for Hire vehicles must receive an annual inspection pursuant to M.G.L. c.90 §7A.  Vehicles registered in 
another state shall comply with the inspection requirements of that state. 
 
§6  Regulations 
For the purposes of this ordinance there is no distinction of the type of Ride for Hire (i.e. livery, taxi, etc).  
 
Picking up passengers 
All licensed Ride for Hires may pick up passengers at dedicated curbside taxi stands.  All licensed Ride for Hires 
may also be hailed by a passenger on the street in addition to picking up passengers for trips that are prearranged.  
 
Ride for Hire drivers may not take up or carry any passenger after the vehicle has been occupied or engaged by a 
prior passenger without the permission of the first passenger. 
 
Transportation of alcohol 
No Ride for Hire shall be used as a transportation for hire for the delivery of any alcoholic beverages without a 
license issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission as required by M.G.L. c.138.  This section is not 
intended to prohibit passengers from purchasing and transporting alcoholic beverages. 
 
Found property 
The driver of a Ride for Hire shall search the interior of the vehicle, and the trunk if used by a passenger, at the end 
of each shift.  Found property shall be brought to the Ride for Hire business office.  If any dangerous or illegal item 
is found in the vehicle, then the Ride for Hire driver/operator shall notify the Police Department immediately.  The 
Ride for Hire business owner shall be responsible for bringing any found items to the Police Department within 24 
hours of discovery. 
 
Fares 
All Ride for Hire businesses may set their own fare. 
 
All Rides for Hire must display the current fare rates in the vehicle.  The fare rates notice must be displayed in such 
a way that passengers can clearly view it. 
 
Receipts 
Ride for Hire drivers/operators must give the customer a receipt when requested.  The receipt should contain the 
date, pick-up and drop-off locations, starting and ending time, fare, Ride for Hire driver/operator name and license 
number, and the phone number of the Ride for Hire business. 
 

Vehicle Markings 
Ride for Hire vehicles must be identifiable with the word “taxi”, “cab”, “livery”, “ride service”, or other similar 
identification; should display the name of the business; and the name “City of Greenfield” if the business is located 
in Greenfield.  Markings should appear on both sides of the vehicle with letters not less than four inches high and 
½ inch wide.  All wording must be in contrasting colors to the vehicle and be legible.  The requirements of this 
section for vehicle markings may be waived by the City. 
 
Records 
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Ride for Hire drivers/operators must maintain true and correct legible records of all trips during all shifts worked.  
This record must contain the name and address of the Ride for Hire driver/operator; the Ride for Hire vehicle 
license plate number; the date, time, and location of the origination; the date, time, and location of the drop-off; the 
number of passengers; the total fare charged; and method of payment.  These records must be maintained for a 
minimum of seven years.  These trip records must be available for inspection upon demand by a Police Officer.  
Trip records must also be submitted to the Ride for Hire business owner for record keeping purposes at the end of 
the driver/operator’s shift.  
 
In addition to the trip records, Ride for Hire businesses must also maintain the following records for a minimum of 
seven years:  a roster of drivers for each calendar year; records pertaining to the price of rides; any suspension or 
revocation of a Ride for Hire driver/operator, or any disciplinary actions taken against a driver, and the reason(s) 
therefore; incidents reported, from any source, to a Ride for Hire business owner relative to a driver or rider, and 
any actions that the Ride for Hire business owner has taken, if any, to resolve said incidents.  These records must be 
available for inspection upon demand by a Police Officer. 
 
Liaison 
A Greenfield Police Officer designated by the Chief of Police shall be a liaison between the City of Greenfield, 
passengers, and Ride for Hire businesses and drivers/operators.  This Officer shall be responsible for initiating any 
investigation into complaints related to violations of this ordinance.  
 
§7 Suspensions & Revocations 
Ride for Hire business license 
The Board of License Commissioners may suspend or revoke a Ride for Hire business license for a violation of the 
law or of this ordinance or if the public health and safety so requires.  The Board of License Commissioners shall, 
as soon as is practicable, provide the licensee with written notice of the suspension or revocation and inform the 
license holder of the right to a hearing before the Board.   
 
A request for a hearing must be made in writing within 10 days of receipt of the notice.  At the hearing, the licensee 
will have the opportunity to present testimony and other evidence and to be represented.  Upon suspension or 
revocation, the license shall be immediately surrendered to the Board of License Commissioners.  A request for a 
hearing shall not delay any suspension or revocation. 
 
Ride for Hire driver/operator license 
The Chief of Police may suspend or revoke a livery, taxi, or other Ride for Hire driver/operator license at any time 
for a violation of the law or this ordinance or as the public health and safety so require.  If the Ride for Hire driver’s 
license was issued by another municipality, the Chief of Police may suspend or revoke that driver’s right to operate 
a Ride for Hire in Greenfield. 
 
The Chief of Police shall as soon as is practicable provide the Ride for Hire driver/operator licensee with written 
notice of the suspension or revocation and inform the driver/operator licensee of the opportunity for a hearing 
before the Board of License Commissioners to review the decision.  Upon suspension or revocation said license 
shall be immediately surrendered to the Chief of Police.  A request for a hearing shall not delay any suspension or 
revocation.  If the driver/operator is employed by a Ride for Hire business the Police Chief will also notify the Ride 
for Hire business owner.   
 
If the Ride for Hire driver/operator is aggrieved by the decision of the Chief of Police in suspending or revoking 
their license, they may file a written appeal to the Board of License Commissioners containing a complete statement 
of the reasons why said suspension or revocation is unreasonable within 10 calendar days of the suspension or 
revocation.  If the Board of License Commissioners finds that the suspension or revocation is unreasonable it may 
request the Chief of Police to reinstate or reissue the license. 
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A suspended or revoked license shall not be reinstated or reissued until the licensee has reapplied for a license. 
 
§8 Enforcement Provisions 
Operation of a Ride for Hire vehicle without a Ride for Hire driver/operator license 
The Police may order any driver operating a Ride for Hire vehicle in Greenfield without a valid taxi, livery, or other 
Ride for Hire driver/operator license to immediately discontinue the ride.  Additionally, the Ride for Hire 
driver/operator may be fined or penalized as outlined below. 
 
Operation of a Ride for Hire business without a Ride for Hire business license 
The Police may order any Ride for Hire business operating in Greenfield without a valid Ride for Hire business 
license to cease the business until duly licensed by the City of Greenfield.  All drivers employed by the unlicensed 
Ride for Hire business will be ordered to immediately discontinue any rides.  Additionally, the Ride for Hire 
business owner may be fined or penalized as outlined below. 
 
Violations of this ordinance and penalties 
The provisions of this ordinance may be enforced by any Police Officer of the City of Greenfield. 
 
In addition to the enforcement provisions for operation of a Ride for Hire vehicle without a Ride for Hire 
driver/operator license or of operation of a Ride for Hire business without a Ride for Hire business license, 
violations of this ordinance may be enforced by any available means in law or equity, including but not limited to 
enforcement by noncriminal disposition pursuant to M.G.L. c.40 §21D.  Each day a violation exists shall constitute 
a separate violation.  When enforced through noncriminal disposition the penalties shall be $100 for a first 
violation, $200 for a second violation, and $300 for a third and subsequent violations. 
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Updated proposal submitted by Councilor Golub on February 27, 2024 
 
 

Current Language: 

 

§ 565-12 Rule 12, Public participation. [Amended 8-17-2022 by Order No. FY 23-023] 

 

A. Conduct. Any member of the public desiring to address the City Council shall be recognized by the 

Chairperson or presiding officer, shall state their name and address in an audible tone for the record, and shall 

limit their remarks to matters of City business. 

 

(1) Any citizen or petitioner shall be limited to three minutes or another amount of time at the discretion of the 

presiding officer. 

 

(2) Upon the request of the presiding officer all persons shall be silent. 

 

(3) Public members may be recognized to speak to the Council at the pleasure of the presiding officer or a 

majority of the Council present. 

 

B.  

Nonresidents. Members of the public who are not residents of Greenfield may speak when all residents who 

wish to do so have spoken. 

 

New Draft: 

 

Rule 12, Public Participation at Council and Council Committee meetings.  

 

(1) All Council meetings and Council Committee meetings shall provide for a period of public comment. 

 

(2) Greenfield residents will be called upon to speak first. Members of the public who are not residents of 

Greenfield may be called upon to speak after all residents who wish to do so have spoken. 

 

(3) When recognized, members of the public shall state their name and town of residence in an audible tone for 

the record. 

 

(4) Members of the public shall limit their remarks to matters generally under the purview of the City at full 

Council meetings or of the Committee at Council Committee meetings. 

 

(5) Any citizen or petitioner shall be limited to three minutes or another amount of time at the discretion of the 

presiding officer.  

 

(6) Upon the request of the presiding officer all persons shall be silent.  

 

 


