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The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m.
Members present:  Rebecca Coletta, Dawn Jenner, Mary Kociela, Mark Williams, Irene Woods.
Members/Alternates absent:  Charity O’Connor, Rudy Renaud, Ilana Gerjuoy.
Minutes from the December 14 meeting were discussed and unanimously approved. 
Mary opened discussion by thanking Rebecca for her participation, as this will be her last meeting due to retirement. Rebecca will speak with Mayor Martin and encourage him to act quickly to appoint a replacement Mayoral designee.

Mark mentioned an inquiry he received about membership on the Task Force, and Mary opined that anyone may attend, observe, and participate in meetings. If they are interested in becoming a member in the future when there is an opening, they should send a Letter of Interest and brief bio/resume to the Mayor’s Office.

Performance Event
Mary had contacted Deana’s Performance Theatre and said that fees run in the $1200 range.
Re “Voices of Men” site, both Rebecca and Dawn said they could not access/run any of the online videos. Mary wondered if perhaps they were no longer being done.

Re performance videos on “Deana’s” site, Dawn felt that “Remote Control” is best for our group and the target audience. Mary said that they would be doing “Remote Control” in Athol on February 17 at 8:30 a.m. As they usually invite local resource people, Mary felt sure there was no problem with dropping in. Members should let her know if they are interested in attending.

Angela Mass at GHS is doing a White Ribbon event, details TBD. Perhaps we might join with them in some way and use our remaining FY2017 budget funds.
Mary suggested that as she is especially busy in her job at the DA’s office, and coupled with a busy school year and shrinking window of opportunity, it might be best to move the performance event to next fall. Everyone agreed that was probably a good idea, and a postponement would allow the Task Force to concentrate on the flag-raising event in the spring. Also, it would give the Task Force more time to get sponsors/groups on board for this expensive performance. Dawn will contact Angela at GHS and acquaint her with our plans and with the performance videos.

Flag-Raising Event
This event is scheduled for noon on April 7 on the Town Common and is in the Mayor’s and DA’s calendars. Dawn suggested we perhaps invite other local schools rather than just Federal Street. Mark said that, as the others schools were further away from the Town Common, it might necessitate taking the event to them, which would discourage attendance. Rebecca said that the Common was pretty crowded as it was last year (as the entire FSS showed up), plus additional kids would make the ‘giveaway’ likely more expensive. Ultimately the group decided not to invite other schools and stay with just FSS.

Irene has entered the event on Rep. Mark’s schedule and Dawn will see to inviting DCF. Mary will invite Kulik and Rosenberg, and Mark will invite Chief Haigh, Sheriff Donelan and other FC chiefs.
Mary would like to use a similar flyer to last year’s as designed by Charity. Irene will contact Charity to have her update the flyer and will send to Mary so she can use it in her email invitations to legislators.
Rebecca will also update last year’s proclamation and will send it to Mary to vet any statistics that might need changing.

Re takeaway ‘gifts’ for the children, Dawn suggested maybe 3-page color booklets -- ? Irene will also look into other promotions like pins, stickers, etc.
Resource Map
Rebecca noted that when Charity returns, she may wish to contact John Lunt (772-1548), the Mayor’s Special Projects Advisor, who helped create the new parking map.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, February 8, at 1:00 p.m. in the meeting room. Meeting was adjourned at 1:55.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Hayes Coletta

Recording Secretary
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