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The meeting was called to order at 1:04 p.m.
Members/Alternates present:  Rebecca Coletta, Dawn Jenner, Mary Kociela, Mark Williams, Irene Woods, Ilana Gerjuoy.
Members absent:  Charity O’Connor, Rudy Renaud.
Minutes from the November 9 meeting were discussed and unanimously approved. 
Performance Event
Mary said that Charity had suggested a group called Survivors Project for a school performance, but Mary felt their work was perhaps more geared to college/adult. Ilana added that they were primarily interested in supporting survivors and likely did not tailor their performance to a younger audience.

Mary was unable to discover the guy who did the program on teen-dating violence that she had seen some time ago. Rebecca and Mary will check old files to see if they can find a reference to such.

Mary then discussed Deana’s Educational Theatre. She felt their piece “The Yellow Dress” was too “over the top for high school. Athol has done “Remote Control” re dating for middle school or younger crowds; she really likes their work on various aspects of warning signs and controlling behaviors. They usually have a panel at the end, and Athol had also invited performers into classrooms.

Their videos are available on their website. “Bus Stop” is about bullying and cyber-bullying; “Think Twice” discusses everyday life choices and online behaviors; also “Doing the Right Thing.”

Performances are usually 45” to 1 hour, actors are 20-somethings, and they have interactions with the audience and panel. One must make inquiries as to price, but the Task Force might be able to engage the schools, sponsors such as BFMC, etc.

Ilana mentioned piece “Not Ready For Bedtime” wherein college performers enact bystander interviews re dating violence. This group is likely free or low cost, but it could be rather short, not tailored to younger kids and is prone to occasional cursing by the performers.
All Task Force members should check out the various videos on the Deana website and come to the next meeting prepared to discuss pros/cons of each.

Domestic Violence Resource Map
Rebecca brought a parking map made by the DPW and suggested it might be a good size to use for the resource map. The Task Force would need to contact various entities, such as churches, DCF, etc., to see if they wanted to be on the map. Important to make sure no group is left out. Dawn suggested we might do a letter to interest parties, and Mary said there might still be an Interfaith Council in town that could be representational for several churches.

Given Charity’s interest in guiding development of the map, it was decided to discuss further at the next meeting when she will hopefully be present.

Child Abuse Awareness Month
After some discussion as to when in April we should hold another flag-raising, it was decided that a Friday would be the best day for legislators to attend. Therefore, Mary suggested April 7, which Rebecca said was open on the Mayor’s calendar, and she will confirm with DA Sullivan and let us know.
The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 11 at 1:00 p.m. in the meeting room. The meeting was adjourned at 1:55.
Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Hayes Coletta

Recording Secretary
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