Human Rights Commission
December 12, 2016
 
Meeting began at 6:05pm
In attendance: Philippe, Loreen, Lew, Penny, Rod, Gregory.  The Mayor was also present.
Absent: Ursula, Momadou,  Mo
 
The meeting began with a discussion about how comply with legal mandates regarding the format of minutes.  Loreen will forward these guidelines to Rod.  The Mayor added that a new electronic system will be unveiled soon to comply with the Record Access Law which takes effect in January.
Joan Featherman was not present to receive the 2016 award from the HRC
Philippe expressed regret over a social media post responding to a specific citizen’s concerns regarding the Town Square crèche.
Discussion of Sanctuary City / Safe Zone
        Jeff Napolitano of the American Friends Service Committee (based in Northampton) began the discussion with an informative presentation giving history and background about the Sanctuary City movement.  Declaring Greenfield a Sanctuary City:
o   Changes virtually nothing in how police / gov’t work
o   Helps protect immigrants from harassment
o   Municipalities may use its monies on local gov’t issues rather than enforcing federal immigration law by codifying non-cooperation with federal immigration officers (which, although traditionally done, is not mandated of local police)
o   Does not allow criminals any extra protections
o   Does not break any local, state, federal laws
o   Not a panacea, but a good first step
        Leo Huang of GCC then discussed what the college is doing to value, encourage and embrace vulnerable populations within the school community
o   Statement of Inclusion (which is posted publicly and may be signed by any interested party) as a visible show of support 
o   Letter to GCC community reaffirming commitment to support diversity via BEACON and an increased effort to provide active support of events
o   GCC President declares GCC a Sanctuary Campus.  Huang read a draft of the President’s statement, although the language is still being worked out
        Public Forum
o   The majority of speakers expressed support for the implementation of a Sanctuary City declaration in Greenfield.  Several community members shared stories of family, friends and coworkers who feel increasing vulnerable given the results of the 2016 Presidential Election and its anti-immigrant tone.  Others discussed the impact of immigration policy on friends, families, coworkers and themselves.  Some highlights:
 Sandra Boston supports the Santuary City motion as it “expands the circle of those we care about” and frames Greenfield as a community that is “inclusive vs. exclusive.”
 Benjamin Woodard, a family medicine nurse, views the initiative through a lens of health crisis.  The fear, anger, despondency and trauma of domestic violence, poverty and aggressive policing will take its toll on the health of some of our most vulnerable citizens
 Jeff Napolitano reminded us that “the act of being present in the US without documentation is not – in itelf – a crime” (according to the ACLU).  Most uncommented people entered legally and overstayed visas which is not, in itself, a crime.
 Rachel Gordon stated that becoming a “Welcoming City” will increase public safety as vulnerable persons will feel more comfortable accessing police  without fear of detention or deportation.  “We are all less safe with fewer people reporting [criminal activities]”
o   Tim Mosher disagrees with naming Greenfield a Welcoming or SanctuaryCity.  He believes this to be a knee-jerk reaction to the election of Donald Trump (for US President).  He contrasted different immigrant populations and worries that undocumented persons (or “illegal aliens”) “glean off of the system.”  He also feels that if becoming a Welcoming City is symbolic and not a change of law or policy, then “why are we here”.  Several attendees thanked Mr. Mosher for expressing his views.
After a recess, old business was discussed.  
        Lew informed us that no action has yet been taken on body cams for police officers.  Info gathering will continue in January for a report at the next HRC meeting.  
        The Mayor informed us that the Greenfield Public School System has too little civics instruction. Rod agrees to prepare a Human Rights Curriculum unit to be piloted next December to coincide with Human Rights Day (December 10).
New Business
        Discussion of the vandalism of the town crèche.  Lew expressed broad community consensus for cameras on the town common. The Mayor called the attacks an affron to Peace and reminded the group that the owners of the crèche were responsible for its protection; however, he supports an investigation to find “intent” and potentially classify the desecration as a hate crime.  
         A motion to initiate a formal investigation of the vandalism of the town crèche and its possible anti-Christian motivations was proposed by Lew and seconded by Philippe.  It passed unanimously.  Next steps: review of police reports and a briefing from the Mayor and Chief Haigh at the January HRC meeting
        A discussion of the HRC Facebook page concluded with the understanding that the page would be taken down in preparation for the Record Access Law which takes effect January 2017.  Greg made the motion to remove the page, Lew seconded it, and the motion passed unanimously.
At 8:25pm, Philippe moved we adjourn, Penny seconded and agreement to adjourn was unanimous.
 
 

