Meeting Place:  John Zon Community Center, Pleasant Street, Greenfield MA

Meeting Called To Order:  6:00, Monday, January 13, 2020

Role Call:   Loreen Flockerzie, Maureen Lyons, Tracey Burley, Daniel Yalowitz, Wid Perry.      All Present

Not able to Attend:  Gregory Cochran

Audience Members:  Christopher Lapan, Carolyn Letson, Wendy Goodman

Draft Minutes of October Meeting:   
Due to an oversight, the minutes were not distributed to the entire group (Chairperson only).   The Secretary (Wid) will resend the October draft minutes to the entire group and approval will be delayed until the February meeting.

Public Forum: 
 Greenfield Resident Carolyn Letson addressed the Commission regarding her concerns about local homelessness.     Her interest was sparked by the Town Common incident of the previous summer.   Carolyn was interested in how the HRC might support advocating local residents to offer their homes for individuals dealing with low income/affordability competing for space, including those who presently hold jobs but are still homeless.
	Carolyn is now aware of restrictions regarding rooming/boarding houses, including licensing requirements, no more than four people not related in any one house, and alarm systems.
	Carolyn asked if the HRC could advocate for easement of defining family members/guests for rooming purposes.
	Would residents be willing to offer their hospitality to those in need?
	Could the HRC assist with agency match ups?   Would there be CORI requirements?   Concerns regarding individuals (mental illness/criminal background/CORI)  
	What are the liabilities (to owners?  The town?   Individuals?)
	Would there be grants available to assist such a concept?
	Would there be mediation for placements?
	Alternatives:   Shelter.   Salvation Army.  Silver Street Inn.
	Would Greenfield Community College be able to advocate for its homeless student population?
	Would MJ Adams at City Hall be a resource?

Status of Award Recognition:  
We plan to award recognition to three community members who made a positive contribution to local Human Rights.  The names of the awardees will be added to the plaque that is located on the second floor of the Town Hall.   
   We plan to present our meeting as an Open Forum and Celebration with food to help promote our mission.
	 Nominees:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Former Mayor Bill Martin for his life-long service to the community both during his tenure in public service and prior to his service on the Town Council and as Mayor.
· Rabbi Andrea Cohen-Kinmeyer as President of the Interfaith Council and Rabbi of the local Temple.   She has been a staunch worker in the area of racism, anti-Semitism, sustainability, food justice, social justice, immigration and inclusion.
· Captains Scott and Karen Peabody of the Salvation Army – their general mission work and specifically for their work during the Town Common Housing crisis of 2018.  

Action Items for February Meeting:

· Write Ups to be read at Ceremony  (to include our Mission Statement)
· Inscriptions for Plaque
· Flyers announcing Ceremony
· Tracy will write the draft for the Captains.   Doug will write the draft for the Rabbi.  Loreen will write the draft for The Mayor.
· We need to send letters to the awardees informing them of their award and inviting them to the ceremony.

The Recognition ceremony will be a great way to publicize what we do as a commission.  We will hold the ceremony during our May 11th meeting.
Wendy suggested using the recognition ceremony as a break out in group opportunity to discuss the HRC and Human Rights issues.
Other ways we can promote the HRC:
· Suggestion Box
· Presenting ourselves at the City Council Meetings (during public comments).
· Writing a My Turn Article (Daniel has volunteered and will communicate with the Mayor’s office for permission).  
· Inviting the Mayor to one of our meetings.    The Chair will contact the Mayor’s Office to set up a face to face meeting with the mayor to discuss philosophy and to invite her to a meeting and to advocate the advantages of the HRC for her office’s use – building trust and buy in, using the HRC to connect to the community, etc.).
· Identifying ourselves as HRC Members when we are involved in community events (Community Meals, etc.).  
· Having Business Cards/Placecards.    (Visaprint or the jail might be able to assist).

Status of Complaint Form.     
We need to draft our own complaint form (perhaps using another name – communication form for our use – and find ways for its access (web site, etc.).  The Arlington City complaint form might serve as a good draft to be adapted by us.  

Status of UCP (United Cerebral Palsy) of Pittsfield Presentation.     
It’s unclear when the UCP is actually expanding to Greenfield, but the group would like to present their mission to us at a meeting.   We discussed such issues as handicapped parking, the voice of the voiceless and other issues that affect those with disabilities.

New Business: 
 Isaac Mass of The Garden (Movie Theater) asked if the Human Rights Commission would be able to organize a discussion after a viewing of film Just Mercy for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on the 20th at 6:30 PM, offering  to keep the theater open with the house lights up to have a dialogue.  A good showing would certainly help get similar films in the future, including Burden which the HRC might be interested in also presenting.
The consensus was that there wasn't enough time for us to organize a panel discussion for Monday night although some Commission members said they would try to attend the showing as individuals.  Perhaps Racial Justice Rising of Franklin County could offer some assistance to The Garden with this idea.      
The HRC is interested in working with The Garden in future events (perhaps with more lead time).


Next Meeting:  6:00 Monday, February 10th, 2020, Zon Center.   

Motion to Adjourn at 7:45, made and seconded, all in favor.

