Human Rights Commission meeting
Monday Nov14th at Planning Office
Meeting began at 6:01 pm
 
Attendance: All 8 commissioners in attendance 
 
Chairman and Commissioner Reports: Philippe discussed how the strong election rhetoric may cause an uptick in hate crimes and asked commissioners to proactive and available to the community.  Momadou presented at UMASS (The Joy of Writing about Social Justice) and will email his PowerPoint to commissioners.  He suggested iCivics as a resource for educators.  Loreen suggests waiting until after Holidays for a Recorder story on AntiBullying.  Mo shared her joy in seeing folks from Franklin Recovery Center successful.  Rod talked about the election's impact on many school children and the Superintendent of School's letter to parents offering support in alleviating student anxieties and concerns.  Lew stressed caution in bringing up the topic of the election during HRC meetings.
Swastika at Girls Club – Ursa reported that a swastika had been carved into the sidewalk near the Girls Club.  The incident was reported to the Mayor's Office (not the police).  Greenfield DPW initiated a quick removal.  Group unsure if Mayor's Office tracks these incidents (as the police would) or reports them to SPLC.  Philippe would like to see police informed of these incidents (even if not reported to them directly) so there can be follow through and tracking.  
Anonymous Online Incident Report Form Proposal – Greg suggested posting an anonymous report form to the HRC website where citizens can report incidents directly to HRC as alternative to contacting police or Mayor.  Several commissioners would like to see Greenfielders become more confident/comfortable reporting incidents directly to the police but agreed that an alternative anonymous reporting method is advisable.  Incidents received via this online form would be sent to police for investigation.  While we intent to share all incident reports with the police, we hope there will be reciprocity - that the police will also share with HRC any incidents pertaining to Human Rights.  Philippe will talk to Audrey in Mayors Office about updating website.
Public Comment – 
1. Citizen reported interaction with petitioner in front of Pierce Bros. who said the "coffee smells bad" and admitted involvement in recent situation.  
1. Citizen reported discomfort in the rise of  violence and hate crimes since the election.  
1. Citizen reminded us to report incidents to SPLC as they are tallying incidents in wake of election
1. Citizen unhappy at number of panhandlers.  HRC does not find panhandlers to be aggressive or intrusive and reminds us that panhandling is not illegal.  Discussion of poverty, housing and food insecurity and how services are tight in the Valley.  HRC agreed it cannot solve this issue (more services/resources are needed and the solution must come from state and city officials) however we can volunteer and take action.  Lew and Ursa remind us that many folks we perceive as homeless have information and agency to locate services
1. Citizen (who is on Board of Greenfield MArkets) reports that she does not find panhandling a concern and is happy that those who need light, food and visibility find it, especially during cold months.
1. Citizen who works at Greenfield Middle School reported incident with two muslim girls who did not want classmates to know they were muslim.
1. Appreciation for Stone Soup, Salvation Army and other service providers was expressed by many
Update on hateful email investigation – Despite requests for update, there has been no reponse to the HRC from the district attorney.  Philippe will continue to press for information.  Lew wishes the district attorney would show more enthusiasm for this matter.

Greenfield Poverty Assessment – Greg would like to compile resources available to those struggling with poverty, food and housing insecurity.  A representative from Stone Soup says those data are available in a binder at the soup kitchen and offered to lend the binder to Greg to copy.  Many commissioners wanted to see "less talking, more doing" and plans were made to 1)collect socks, blankets and other resources using the HRC meetings as a drop-off point, 2) volunteer with Community Meals as a commission, alongside other town officials, 3)nail down statistics and a statement on poverty.  This was Lew's suggestion.  Philippe will seek data from FRCG for next meeting.
Looking Ahead:
1. Penny asked that plans for SummerFest be discussed after Holidays, not at Dec. meeting
1. Rod will look into language as the HRC seeks to recommend that Greenfield become a "Hate Free" or "Diversity Affirming" town
1. Lew would like to discuss why Greenfield should adopt police body cams.  Proposes we find out how this system is working in nearby towns like Montague and Gill.  Would like to brainstorm how factors such as cost and storage space might be solved.  Suggestion was made that we both team with Public Safety as this is a shared concern, but that we also focus on the Human Rights aspect of body cams.
1. Looking into what it would mean for Greenfield to become a Sanctuary Town, providing safety and nondisclosure protections for undocumented community members. Ursa reminds us that Greenfield Detention Center has been an IS holding facility.
 
Meeting ended at 7:39 PM

