
GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 20, 2012 
 
GCTV-15                                                                     7:00 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by President Singer. 
 
President Singer stated this meeting was being recorded. If any other person present was doing the same, 
they must notify the chairperson at this time. It was noted the Town Council was audio recording and 
GCTV-15 was video recording the meeting for future broadcast.  
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS: Roll Call was taken. Councilors Kelner and Renaud were absent.   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor William Martin; Director of Municipal Finance and Administration Marjorie 
L. Kelly; Assistant Town Clerk Deborah Tuttle; Councilor-Elect Keith Zaltzberg; Baystate Nurses Union 
Representatives and Nurses; GCTV-15 staff; Anita Phillips, the Recorder; and members of the public.   
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Farrell, second by Councilor Sutphin,  
It was unanimously, 
VOTED:  TO ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES OF MAY 16, 2012. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: Councilor Sutphin read the following public hearing notice: In accordance with 
Home Rule Charter, the Greenfield Town Council will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 20, 
2012, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at GCTV-15, 393 Main Street to receive public input on the following:  
• Appropriate $150, 000 from Contractual Agreement Stabilization Fund to fund Fiscal Year 2012 

contractual agreements between the Town of Greenfield and labor unions.   
• Appropriate $7,325 from Fire Prevention revolving Fund to pay the first year of a four (4) year lease 

for a replacement vehicle for the Fire Prevention Officer. 
• Appropriate $33,425 from Free Cash to fund an unexpected buyback in the Police Department.  

The Town Council will consider the same at their meeting on Wednesday, June 20, 2012 which begins at 
7:00 p.m. at the GCTV-15 Studio, 393 Main Street. Materials in alternative format can be obtained from 
the Town Clerk’s Office with advance notice at 413-772-1555. Copy is available in the Greenfield Town 
Clerk’s Office, from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Mon. - Fri. 
 
Councilor Sutphin held the following second reading:  
o Appropriate $150,000 from the Contractual Agreement Stabilization Fund to fund FY12 contractual 

agreements between the Town of Greenfield and labor unions.   
 
Councilor Sutphin explained the first public hearing for the fire department vehicle and buyback for the 
police department were withdrawn and would take place during the July meeting.  
 
President Singer opened the public hearing at 7:09 pm. He asked if anyone from the public wished to 
speak. Seeing none, the hearing would remain open.    
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
MAYOR:  Mayor Martin made the following remarks: 

• Thanked Councilors McLellan, Farrell, and Sutphin for their hard work throughout their time on 
the Council.  

• Urged citizens to volunteer to fill voids on committees.  
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SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT: None. 
 
TOWN OFFICERS: None. 
 
MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS 
Order no. FY 12 -163 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD COUNCIL ON AGING :  JUDITH C. HARPER – THREE YEAR TERM 
EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2015  - ADEL CORCORAN - THREE YEAR TERM EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2015  
- JUDITH YOUNG - THREE YEAR TERM EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2015.   
 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Allis stated the Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation for approval.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -163. 
 
Order no. FY 12-164 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  JANINE GREAVES – THREE YEAR 
TERM- JUNE, 2015.   
 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Allis stated the Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation for approval.  
  
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -164. 
 
Order no. FY 12-165 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD LOCAL CULTURAL COUNCIL:  LYDIA TAGGERT   – THREE YEAR TERM- 
JUNE 30, 2015  
 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Allis stated the Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation for approval.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -165. 
 
Order no. FY 12-0166 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
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MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE:  PAUL VIENS – UNTIL THE 
COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT - DR. BEN WEIL – UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE 
PROJECT - RAYMOND TROMBLEY – UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT -  
NANCY HAZARD – UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT - SARA CAMPBELL (TOWN 
ENGINEER) - TO REPLACE SANDRA SHIELDS - UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT.  
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Allis stated Raymond Trombley requested to be removed from the 
appointment.  He had accepted a position that would keep him out of town and he would be unable to 
fulfill the obligations required.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor McLellan, second by Councilor Sutphin, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY REMOVING RAYMOND TROMBLEY FROM THE 
PROPOSED LIST OF APPOINTEES.  
 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Allis reported the Appointment and Ordinance Committee had not 
forwarded a recommendation regarding Paul Viens.  The Appointment and Ordinance Committee did 
forward a unanimous positive recommendation for approval regarding Dr. Ben Weil, Nancy Hazard and 
Sara Campbell.  Councilor Ronhave stated he had made the motion at the Appointment and Ordinance 
Committee meeting to remove Mr. Viens name from the appointment list. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ronhave, second by Councilor Wisnewski, it was, 
MOVED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY REMOVING PAUL VIENS NAME FROM THE LIST TO 
BE CONSIDERED SEPARATELY FROM THE OTHERS.  
 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Vicencio-Rasku suggested it was unfair to have a discussion without 
additional input. Councilor Allis had requested Mr. Veins be put on a separate order, however due to a 
clerical error, that did not happen.  Councilor Ronhave felt Mr. Viens was not qualified to serve on the 
board.  Councilor McLellan stated 9 Councilors would need to vote in opposition, as required by the 
Charter, to defeat the appointment.  
 
It was by majority, 1 no and 1 abstention, 
VOTED: TO REMOVE PAUL VIENS NAME FROM THE LIST TO BE CONSIDERED 
SEPARATELY FROM THE OTHERS.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE:  DR. BEN WEIL – UNTIL THE 
COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT -  HAZARD – UNTIL THE COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT - 
SARA CAMPBELL (TOWN ENGINEER) - TO REPLACE SANDRA SHIELDS - UNTIL THE 
COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT.  
 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Farrell stated with the knowledge and licenses Mr. Viens held, he exceeded 
the ability to serve on this committee.    Councilor Wisnewski stated appointees should appear before the 
committee for a question/answer period. Councilor Vincenco-Rasku stated there should be a check and 
balance process to appointments.  Councilor Allis stated the job of the committee was the check and 
balance process which results in reporting to the full council. 
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor McLellan, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously  
VOTED: TO CALL THE QUESTION. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor Farrell, it was (5 no, 2 yes, 3 
abstentions) 
DEFEATED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT 
TO CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR 
TO THE GREENFIELD SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE:  PAUL VIENS – UNTIL THE 
COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT.   
 
Order no. FY12-167 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD COUNCIL ON AGING: MARY C. WILLIFORD – THREE YEAR TERM TO 
EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-168 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE BOARD OF REGISTRARS: TAMMY MOSHER – THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 
2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-169 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION: TIMOTHY MOSHER – THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE 
JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-170 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE COMMISSION ON DISABILITY ACCESS: SARA CAMPBELL (TOWN REPRESENTATIVE) 
– THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-171 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD LOCAL CULTURAL COUNCIL: FRANCESCA PASSIGLIA – THREE YEAR 
TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015 - THOMAS ROULSTON – THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 
2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-172 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
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VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD HOUSING AUTHORITY: TIMOTHY STRAHAN – FIVE YEAR TERM TO 
EXPIRE JUNE 2017.   
 
Order no. FY 12-173  
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE BOARD OF HEALTH: JANINA THAYER – THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-174 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES: ED BERLIN – THREE YEAR TERM TO 
EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-175 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD BOARD OF LICENSING COMMISSIONERS: WILLIAM ALLEN – THREE 
YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12 -176 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: WENDY MARSDEN – THREE YEAR 
TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015 - JEAN WALL – THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12 -177 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE GREENFIELD HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: HASSAN ELZENEINY – THREE YEAR 
TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015 - PENNY RICKETTS – THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 
2015.    
 
Order no. FY 12 -178 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE PLANNING BOARD: MARY NEWTON - THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015  -
CLAYTON SIBLEY - THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.    
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DISCUSSION:  In response to a question by President Singer, Mayor Martin stated no other individuals 
expressed interest in being appointed to the Board.  Councilor Devlin asked if either applicant appeared 
before the A&O committee.  Councilor Allis stated they had  not.     
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Ronhave, second by Councilor Wisnewski it was with 9 yes and 1 
no,  
VOTED:  TO SEPARATE THE APPOINTMENTS. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Farrell, second by Councilor Allis it was unanimously, 
VOTED:  THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-
10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE PLANNING 
BOARD: MARY NEWTON -  THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015. 

  
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor McLellan, second by Councilor Sutphin it was with 6 yes, 4 no, 1 
abstention, 
VOTED :  THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO CHARTER SECTION 2-
10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO THE PLANNING 
BOARD: CLAYTON SIBLEY -  THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.    

 
Order no. FY 12-179 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE: KURT RICHARDSON - THREE YEAR 
TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.    
  
Order no. FY 12-180 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE: ROBERT HAWKINS - THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE 
JUNE 2015 - EDWARD HAMMOND - THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
  
Order no. FY 12-181 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE RECREATION COMMISSION: JILL FITZSIMMONS - THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE 
JUNE 2015 - RICK ROY - THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE JUNE 2015.   
 
Order no. FY 12-182 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor Farrell, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 2-10 ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR TO 
THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: HOWARD BARNARD - THREE YEAR TERM TO EXPIRE 
JUNE 2015. 
 
President Singer closed the Public Hearing at 8:04 pm. 
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Order no. FY 12-210 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Sutphin, second by Councilor Allis, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD APPROPRIATES THE 
SUM OF ONE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND NO/100 DOLLARS ($150,000) FROM THE 
CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT STABILIZATION FUND TO FUND FY12 CONTRACTUAL 
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD AND ITS LABOR UNIONS. 
 
Order no. FY12-187 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Vincencio-Rasku, second by Councilor Hoffman, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL APPROVES THE 
ATTACHED RESOLUTION: THAT WE, THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL, RECOGNIZE THE 
VITAL ROLE OF BAYSTATE FRANKLIN MEDICAL CENTER, AS A HEALTHCARE SERVICES 
PROVIDER AND AS THE LARGEST EMPLOYER FOR THE COMMUNITY OF GREENFIELD.  
WE EXPRESS OUR SUPPORT FOR THE SWIFT AND FAIR RESOLUTION TO CURRENT 
CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION AND THE 
MASSACHUSETTS NURSES ASSOCIATION TO ENSURE CONTINUED QUALITY 
HEALTHCARE SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITY. 
 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Vincencio-Rasku stated Community Relations Committee voted 4 yes and 1 
no to approve this resolution.  She stated the member who voted against didn’t think it was in the best 
interest of the town to get involved in contract negotiations.  Councilor Allis would not support the 
resolution or get involved in contract negotiations or bargaining.  Councilor McLellan would not vote in 
favor of supporting a resolution pertaining to contract negotiations or bargaining.  Councilor Wisnewski 
would support the resolution because it was fairly balanced.  Councilor Farrell would abstain from the 
vote.  He further stated contract negotiations or bargaining did not belong on the Council floor.   
 
It was by majority, 6 yes, 4 no, 1 abstention,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -187. 
 
Order no. FY 12-188 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor Sutphin, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HEREBY 
AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE WORD “TOWN” AND INSERTING IN ITS PLACE 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING “CITY” THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT EXCEPT AS 
REFERENCED IN ARTICLE 1 SECTION 1-7 IN THE SECOND LINE. AND THAT THE TOWN 
COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT THE APPROVED VOTE TO 
THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID 
LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Devlin, it was unanimously,   
TABLED:  THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HEREBY 
AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE WORD “TOWN” AND INSERTING IN ITS PLACE 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING “CITY” THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT EXCEPT AS 
REFERENCED IN ARTICLE 1 SECTION 1-7 IN THE SECOND LINE. AND THAT THE TOWN 
COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT THE APPROVED VOTE TO 
THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID 
LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 



Greenfield Town Council                                                                                             June 20, 2012 

 8 

Order no. FY 12-189 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HEREBY 
AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE WORD “BYLAW” AND INSERTING IN ITS PLACE 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING “ORDINANCE” THROUGHOUT THE DOCUMENT. 
 AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-190 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE AMENDED 
BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION IN ARTICLE 1, SECTION 1-8:  DAILY 
REFERENCE: 
Article 1, SECTION 1-8:  DAILY REFERENCE: 
The term “City” shall be synonymous with the term “Town” and furthermore, shall not prohibit 
or preclude the use of the term “Town” in any way in relation to City Officials, City department 
correspondence, or the seal of the of the City of Greenfield. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
DISCUSSION:  Councilors Wisnewski and Hoffman would vote to table the motion.  Councilor Farrell 
would vote in favor of the main motion.  Councilor Devlin was baffled by the ongoing debate.  He 
further stated although Greenfield had a city form of government, citizens would still refer to Greenfield 
as a town and would vote in favor of the main motion. 
 
MOTION:  On a motion my Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was by majority 
show of hands, 6 yes and 5 no,   
TABLED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE AMENDED 
BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION IN ARTICLE 1, SECTION 1-8:  DAILY 
REFERENCE: 
Article 1, SECTION 1-8:  DAILY REFERENCE: 
The term “City” shall be synonymous with the term “Town” and furthermore, shall not prohibit 
or preclude the use of the term “Town” in any way in relation to City Officials, City department 
correspondence, or the seal of the of the City of Greenfield. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-191 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 2, 
SECTION 2-3:  PROHIBITIONS, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION 
AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING SECTION: 
Article 2, SECTION 2-3:  PROHIBITIONS 
No member of the City Council shall hold any other City office or City employment for which a salary 
or other emolument is payable from the City treasury unless; 
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a. A vote is taken by the council to exempt said councilor with a majority vote of the 
council for the calendar year of said employment; and 

b. Such employment is temporary or part time; and 
c. such employment is not subject to any City funded benefit package; and 
d. Such employment does not exceed payment of more than $7500 per year. 

  No former member of the City Council shall hold any compensated appointed City office or City 
employment until one (1) year following the date on which such former member's service on the City 
Council has terminated unless a majority vote of the council is taken to exempt said councilor.  This 
provision shall not prevent a City officer or other City employee who has taken a leave of absence in 
order to serve as a member of the City Council from returning to the same office or other position of 
City employment held at the time such leave of absence commenced; provided, however, no such person 
shall be eligible for any other municipal position until at least one (1) year following the termination of 
service as a member of the City Council. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 2, SECTION 2-3:  PROHIBITIONS. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 2, 
SECTION 2-3:  PROHIBITIONS, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION 
AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING SECTION: 
Article 2, SECTION 2-3:  PROHIBITIONS 
No member of the Town Council shall hold any other Town office or Town employment for which a 
salary or other emolument is payable from the Town treasury unless; 

a. A vote is taken by the council to exempt said councilor with a majority vote of the 
council for the calendar year of said employment; and 

b. Such employment is temporary or part time; and 
c. such employment is not subject to any Town funded benefit package; and 
d. Such employment does not exceed payment of more than $7500 per year. 

  No former member of the Town Council shall hold any compensated appointed Town office or Town 
employment until one (1) year following the date on which such former member's service on the Town 
Council has terminated unless a majority vote of the council is taken to exempt said councilor.  This 
provision shall not prevent a Town officer or other Town employee who has taken a leave of absence in 
order to serve as a member of the Town Council from returning to the same office or other position of 
Town employment held at the time such leave of absence commenced; provided, however, no such 
person shall be eligible for any other municipal position until at least one (1) year following the 
termination of service as a member of the Town Council. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-192 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
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MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HEREBY 
AMENDED BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE AT THE END THE PARAGRAPH 
OF ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-2 (f) EXECUTIVE POWERS; ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES:  
“Exception: With respect to the City Council, the Mayor shall be an ex-officio member of the city 
council and exercise every other right, including, so called, executive sessions, to participate in 
discussions, but shall not have the right to make a motion or to vote”. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-2 (f) EXECUTIVE POWERS; 
ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES.  
 
DISCUSSION:  Councilor Wisnewski stated the Charter had a strong Mayor and would not vote in 
favor of the motion.  Councilors Farrell, Sutphin, Ronhave, and McLellan would not vote in favor of this 
motion. President Singer discussed the “check and balance” within the Charter including the current 
language.   
 
It was by majority (2 yes, 8 no),  
DEFEATED:  THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HEREBY 
AMENDED BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE AT THE END THE PARAGRAPH 
OF ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-2 (f) EXECUTIVE POWERS; ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES:  
“Exception: With respect to the Town Council, the Mayor shall be an ex-officio member of the 
town council and exercise every other right, including, so called, executive sessions, to participate 
in discussions, but shall not have the right to make a motion or to vote”. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-193 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HERBY 
AMENDED BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-2 (g) 
EXECUTIVE POWERS; ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES:  
(g) In the event that the Mayor shall find that a state of emergency exists within the City due to 
circumstances arising out of a natural or manmade disaster, requiring immediate action to protect 
the health, safety or general welfare of the citizens, he/she  may declare, by resolution, the exact 
nature of the state of emergency and simultaneously publish such resolution by the most effective 
means available and take such actions as he/she thinks shall be in the best interest of the City, 
including but not limited to, complete authority over all local government, and municipal 
buildings.  The declaration shall be effective for a period of time not to exceed 5 calendar days, 
except that such effective time may be extended upon the approval of the City Council that a state 
of emergency continues to exist. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-2 (g) EXECUTIVE POWERS; 
ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES. 
 
DISCUSSION: In response to Councilor Sutphin’s  inquiry  regarding  whether the Mayor  could 
control and declare a state of emergency for the school buildings or if the authority lay with the School 
Superintendent  Councilor Allis noted if any proposed amendments conflicted with State Legislature 
they would not be approved.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HERBY 
AMENDED BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-2 (g) 
EXECUTIVE POWERS; ENFORCEMENT OF ORDINANCES:  
(g) In the event that the Mayor shall find that a state of emergency exists within the Town due 
to circumstances arising out of a natural or manmade disaster, requiring immediate action to 
protect the health, safety or general welfare of the citizens, he/she  may declare, by resolution, the 
exact nature of the state of emergency and simultaneously publish such resolution by the most 
effective means available and take such actions as he/she thinks shall be in the best interest of the 
Town, including but not limited to, complete authority over all local government, and municipal 
buildings.  The declaration shall be effective for a period of time not to exceed 5 calendar days, 
except that such effective time may be extended upon the approval of the Town Council that a 
state of emergency continues to exist. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-194 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HERBY 
AMENDED BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-3 (d): 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR:  
(d) The mayor shall appoint (4) members of the Franklin County Technical School Committee 
subject to confirmation by the City Council, Consistent with the General Laws (M.G.L. Chapter 
39, Section 1). 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor McLellan, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-3 (d): APPOINTMENTS BY 
THE MAYOR: 
 
DISCUSSION:  Councilors Sutphin, McLellan, and Farrell would not vote in favor of this amendment.   
 
It was unanimously,  
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DEFEATED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE HERBY 
AMENDED BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-3 (d): 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR:  
(d) The mayor shall appoint (4) members of the Franklin County Technical School Committee 
subject to confirmation by the Town Council, Consistent with the General Laws (M.G.L. Chapter 
39, Section 1). 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-195 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 4, 
SECTION 4-2 (a):  SCHOOL COMMITTEE CHAIR: BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE 
CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
SECTION 4-2:  SCHOOL COMMITTEE CHAIR 
(a) Election and Term - As soon as practicable after the School Committee members-elect have been 
qualified following each City election, as provided in section 8-8, the School Committee shall organize 
by electing one (1) of its members to serve as School Committee chair and one (1) of its members to 
serve as School Committee vice chair until the next City election. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Farrell, second by Councilor Wisnewski, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 4, SECTION 4-2 (a):  SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE CHAIR: BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION AND 
INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING: SECTION 4-2:  SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
CHAIR. 
 
DISCUSSION:   President Singer stated this amendment was clarifying the Charter rather than changing 
the Charter.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED, THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 4, 
SECTION 4-2 (a):  SCHOOL COMMITTEE CHAIR: BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE 
CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
SECTION 4-2:  SCHOOL COMMITTEE CHAIR 
(a) Election and Term - As soon as practicable after the School Committee members-elect have been 
qualified following each Town election, as provided in section 8-8, the School Committee shall organize 
by electing one (1) of its members to serve as School Committee chair and one (1) of its members to 
serve as School Committee vice chair until the next Town election. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12 -196 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
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MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 4, 
SECTION 4-3:  PROHIBITIONS, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION 
AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
SECTION 4-3:  PROHIBITIONS 
No person elected as a School Committee member shall hold any other City office or City employment 
for which a salary or other emolument is payable from the City treasury unless; 

a. A vote is taken by the school committee to exempt said committee member with a 
majority vote of the committee for the calendar year of said employment; and 

b. Such employment is temporary or part time; and 
c. such employment is not subject to any City funded benefit package; and 
d. Such employment does not exceed payment of more than $7500 per year. 

 No former member of the School Committee shall hold any compensated appointed City office or City 
employment until one (1) year following the date on which such member's service on the School 
Committee has terminated unless a majority vote of the school committee is taken to exempt said 
school committee member. This provision shall not prevent a City officer or other City employee who 
has taken a leave of absence in order to serve as a member of the School Committee from returning to 
the same office or other position of City employment held at the time such leave of absence 
commenced; provided, however, no such person shall be eligible for any other municipal position until 
at least one (1) year following the termination of service as a member of the School Committee. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 4, SECTION 4-3:  PROHIBITIONS, BE 
AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING: SECTION 4-3:  PROHIBITIONS. 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 4, 
SECTION 4-3:  PROHIBITIONS, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION 
AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING: SECTION 4-3:  PROHIBITIONS. 
No person elected as a School Committee member shall hold any other Town office or Town 
employment for which a salary or other emolument is payable from the Town treasury unless; 

a. A vote is taken by the school committee to exempt said committee member with a 
majority vote of the committee for the calendar year of said employment; and 

b. Such employment is temporary or part time; and 
c. such employment is not subject to any Town funded benefit package; and 
d. Such employment does not exceed payment of more than $7500 per year. 

 No former member of the School Committee shall hold any compensated appointed Town office or 
Town employment until one (1) year following the date on which such member's service on the School 
Committee has terminated unless a majority vote of the school committee is taken to exempt said 
school committee member. This provision shall not prevent a Town officer or other Town employee 
who has taken a leave of absence in order to serve as a member of the School Committee from returning 
to the same office or other position of Town employment held at the time such leave of absence 
commenced; provided, however, no such person shall be eligible for any other municipal position until 
at least one (1) year following the termination of service as a member of the School Committee. 
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AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12 -197 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 5, 
SECTION 5-3:  SUBMISSION OF THE BUDGET AND BUDGET MESSAGE, BE AMENDED BY 
STRIKING OUT IN THE FIRST SENTENCE  “NINETY (90)” AND INSERTING IN PLACE 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING “SIXTY (60)”.  
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
DISCUSSION: Councilors Sutphin and Wisnewski would not vote in favor of the proposed 
amendment.  
 
It was unanimously, 2 yes and 8 no,  
DEFEATED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -197. 
 
Order no. FY 12 -199 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 5, 
SECTION 5-7 (b):  SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETS; OTHER APPROPRIATIONS, SUBSECTION, 
BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
 (b) Interdepartmental Transfers - With the approval of the City Council funds appropriated to 
the use of one (1) municipal agency may be transferred to the use of another municipal agency as 
follows: 

1. The City Council may, by majority vote, on recommendation of the Mayor, transfer within 
the last 2 months of any fiscal year, or during the first 15 days of the new fiscal year to 
apply to the previous fiscal year, an amount appropriated for the use of any department.   
Except as provided in the preceding sentence (1) no transfer shall be made of any amount 
appropriated for the use of any city department to the appropriation for any other 
department except by a 2/3 vote of the City Council and (2) The City Council shall, by 
Ordinance, provide a procedure governing such requests, which shall include at least two 
(2) readings and a public hearing by the City Council and it shall specify the circumstances 
under which notice by publication in a newspaper shall be required.  Requests for the 
transfer of funds from one municipal agency to another shall be made by the Mayor, in 
writing, to the City Council and shall include a statement setting forth the reason the 
additional funds are needed by the agency to which it is proposed they be transferred. The 
request shall be accompanied by a certificate, signed by the Finance Director, Accountant, 
and head of the agency from which the appropriation is proposed to be taken, that such 
transfer will not prevent that agency from performing its vital functions.  The City Council 
will hold a public hearing prior to its approval.  Notice of the hearing will be posted or 
published at least five (5) days prior to the vote in accordance with the City Ordinance 
governing these requests. 
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AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Sutphin, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 5, SECTION 5-6 (a), (b), AND (c):  ACTION 
ON THE BUDGET, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION AND 
INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING: SECTION 5-6:  ACTION ON THE 
BUDGET.  
 
President Singer noted the order was read out of order and requested this be tabled.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
TABLED: THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 5, SECTION 5-7 (b):  
SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETS; OTHER APPROPRIATIONS, SUBSECTION, BE AMENDED BY 
STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE 
FOLLOWING:  
 (b) Interdepartmental Transfers - With the approval of the Town Council funds appropriated 
to the use of one (1) municipal agency may be transferred to the use of another municipal agency 
as follows: 

2. The Town Council may, by majority vote, on recommendation of the Mayor, transfer 
within the last 2 months of any fiscal year, or during the first 15 days of the new fiscal year 
to apply to the previous fiscal year, an amount appropriated for the use of any department.   
Except as provided in the preceding sentence (1) no transfer shall be made of any amount 
appropriated for the use of any town department to the appropriation for any other 
department except by a 2/3 vote of the Town Council and (2) The Town Council shall, by 
Ordinance, provide a procedure governing such requests, which shall include at least two 
(2) readings and a public hearing by the Town Council and it shall specify the 
circumstances under which notice by publication in a newspaper shall be required.  
Requests for the transfer of funds from one municipal agency to another shall be made by 
the Mayor, in writing, to the Town Council and shall include a statement setting forth the 
reason the additional funds are needed by the agency to which it is proposed they be 
transferred. The request shall be accompanied by a certificate, signed by the Finance 
Director, Accountant, and head of the agency from which the appropriation is proposed to 
be taken, that such transfer will not prevent that agency from performing its vital 
functions.  The Town Council will hold a public hearing prior to its approval.  Notice of the 
hearing will be posted or published at least five (5) days prior to the vote in accordance 
with the Town Ordinance governing these requests. 

AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-198 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 5, 
SECTION 5-6 (a), (b), AND (c):  ACTION ON THE BUDGET, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT 
THE CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
Sec SECTION 5-6:  ACTION ON THE BUDGET 
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(a)  Review - The City Council shall consider, in open public meetings, the detailed expenditures 
proposed for each City agency and may confer with representatives of each such agency in connection 
with its review and consideration. The City Council may require the Mayor, or any other City agency, to 
furnish it with such additional information as it may deem necessary to assist it in its review and 
consideration of the proposed operating budget. 
(b) Public Hearing - Not less than five (5) days before it is scheduled to vote on its final budget 
request, the City Council shall publish a summary of the proposed budget stating the time and place 
for which a public hearing on the proposed operating budget as submitted by the Mayor will be held. 
(c) Action by City Council - The City Council shall adopt the budget, with or without amendments, 
within sixty (60) days following the day the proposed budget is received by it. In amending the budget, 
the City Council may increase or decrease amounts and expenditures as allowed pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
44 s. 32 or the City Council may only decrease amounts or add amounts to the schools budget 
pursuant to M.G.L. c. 44 s. 32.,. If the City Council fails to take any action with respect to any item in 
the proposed budget within sixty (60) days following the date of its receipt of the proposed budget, such 
amount shall, without any action by the City Council, become a part of the appropriations for the 
ensuing fiscal year and shall be available for the purposes specified. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Sutphin, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT ARTICLE 5, SECTION 5-6 (a), (b), AND (c):  ACTION 
ON THE BUDGET, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION AND 
INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING: Sec SECTION 5-6:  ACTION ON THE 
BUDGET. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Ms. Kelly stated the Public Hearing requirement for five (5) days publication was to 
bring the Charter into conformance with a financial ordinance enacted in 2006. It was noted the “60” day 
deadline listed in this section was referring to the Town Council having “60” days after submission of 
the budget by the Mayor to act on the proposed budget.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 5, 
SECTION 5-6 (a), (b), AND (c):  ACTION ON THE BUDGET, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT 
THE CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
Sec SECTION 5-6:  ACTION ON THE BUDGET 
(c)  Review - The Town Council shall consider, in open public meetings, the detailed expenditures 
proposed for each Town agency and may confer with representatives of each such agency in connection 
with its review and consideration. The Town Council may require the Mayor, or any other Town agency, 
to furnish it with such additional information as it may deem necessary to assist it in its review and 
consideration of the proposed operating budget. 
(d) Public Hearing - Not less than five (5) days before it is scheduled to vote on its final budget 
request, the Town Council shall publish a summary of the proposed budget stating the time and 
place for which a public hearing on the proposed operating budget as submitted by the Mayor will be 
held. 
(c) Action by Town Council - The Town Council shall adopt the budget, with or without 
amendments, within sixty (60) days following the day the proposed budget is received by it. In amending 
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the budget, the Town Council may increase or decrease amounts and expenditures as allowed pursuant 
to M.G.L. c. 44 s. 32 or the Town Council may only decrease amounts or add amounts to the 
schools budget pursuant to M.G.L. c. 44 s. 32.,. If the Town Council fails to take any action with 
respect to any item in the proposed budget within sixty (60) days following the date of its receipt of the 
proposed budget, such amount shall, without any action by the Town Council, become a part of the 
appropriations for the ensuing fiscal year and shall be available for the purposes specified. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO TAKE FROM THE TABLE: THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 
5, SECTION 5-7 (b):  SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGETS; OTHER APPROPRIATIONS, SUBSECTION, 
BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT SECTION AND INSERTING IN PLACE 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
 (b) Interdepartmental Transfers - With the approval of the Town Council funds appropriated 
to the use of one (1) municipal agency may be transferred to the use of another municipal agency 
as follows: 

1. The Town Council may, by majority vote, on recommendation of the Mayor, transfer 
within the last 2 months of any fiscal year, or during the first 15 days of the new fiscal year 
to apply to the previous fiscal year, an amount appropriated for the use of any department.   
Except as provided in the preceding sentence (1) no transfer shall be made of any amount 
appropriated for the use of any town city department to the appropriation for any other 
department except by a 2/3 vote of the Town Council and (2) The Town Council shall, by 
Ordinance, provide a procedure governing such requests, which shall include at least two 
(2) readings and a public hearing by the Town Council and it shall specify the 
circumstances under which notice by publication in a newspaper shall be required.  
Requests for the transfer of funds from one municipal agency to another shall be made by 
the Mayor, in writing, to the Town Council and shall include a statement setting forth the 
reason the additional funds are needed by the agency to which it is proposed they be 
transferred. The request shall be accompanied by a certificate, signed by the Finance 
Director, Accountant, and head of the agency from which the appropriation is proposed to 
be taken, that such transfer will not prevent that agency from performing its vital 
functions.  The Town Council will hold a public hearing prior to its approval.  Notice of the 
hearing will be posted or published at least five (5) days prior to the vote in accordance 
with the Town Ordinance governing these requests. 

AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -199. 
 
Order no. FY 12-200 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 6, 
SECTION 6-7 BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT THE CURRENT TITLE AND INSERTING IN 
PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING:  
“PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION OF MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS AND OTHER FACILITIES”  
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AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER.  
 
Order no. FY 12-201  
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE AMENDED 
BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION IN ARTICLE 6, ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORGANIZATION:  
SECTION 6-24:  MAYOR’S TASK FORCE AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:  

(a) There shall be a Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence consisting of (9) 
members; seven members to be appointed by the Mayor, with review by City 
Council as provided in section 2-10 of the Charter,  and four to be appointed as 
provided in Sub-Section B below.  

(b) The five committee members appointed by the Mayor shall serve for terms of 
three (3) years each so arranged that the term of at least 2 members shall expire 
each year.  In making appointments to the committee, the Mayor shall seek 
persons having experience in the fields of youth services, woman’s and men’s 
advocacy groups, mental health providers, probation officers in the District or 
Superior Court system, and medical persons on the staff at the Franklin Medical 
Center.  The other four members of the committee shall be (i) a police officer 
designated annually by the Chief of Police of Greenfield, (ii) a representative of 
the Franklin County District Attorneys Office designated annually by the District 
Attorney, (iii) the Mayor, or the Mayor’s designee appointed annually, and (iv) a 
City Councilor designated annually by the President of the City Council. The 
committee shall appoint its own chair by majority vote of the members at a 
meeting duly called for such purpose.  

(c)  Six (6) or more members must reside in Greenfield.  The committee shall meet at 
least twice annually, and provide its members with notice of meetings at least 15 
days in advance.  

The Mayor’s Task Force on Domestic Violence shall act in an advisory capacity to the 
Mayor with regard to forming public policy on Domestic Violence. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER. 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT SECTION 6-24:  MAYOR’S TASK FORCE AGAINST 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. 
  
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE NUMBER 9 AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE NUMBER 7 IN SECTION 6-24 (A) AND  BY DELETING THE NUMBER 5 AND 
REPLACING IT WITH THE NUMBER 3 IN SECTION 6-24 (B). 
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MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan,  it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING THE NUMBER 6 AND REPLACING IT 
WITH THE NUMBER 4 IN SECTION 6-24 (C). 
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Sutphin, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: TO AMEND THE MOTION BY DELETING “SEVEN” AND REPLACING IT WITH THE 
NUMBER 3 IN SECTION 6-24 (A). 
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER BE AMENDED 
BY INSERTING THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION IN ARTICLE 6, ADMINISTRATIVE 
ORGANIZATION:  
SECTION 6-24:  MAYOR’S TASK FORCE AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:  

(a) There shall be a Mayor’s Task Force Against Domestic Violence consisting of (7) 
members; 3 members to be appointed by the Mayor, with review by City Council 
as provided in section 2-10 of the Charter,  and four to be appointed as provided 
in Sub-Section B below.  

(b) The three  committee members appointed by the Mayor shall serve for terms of 
three (3) years each so arranged that the term of at least 2 members shall expire 
each year.  In making appointments to the committee, the Mayor shall seek 
persons having experience in the fields of youth services, woman’s and men’s 
advocacy groups, mental health providers, probation officers in the District or 
Superior Court system, and medical persons on the staff at the Franklin Medical 
Center.  The other four members of the committee shall be (i) a police officer 
designated annually by the Chief of Police of Greenfield, (ii) a representative of 
the Franklin County District Attorneys Office designated annually by the District 
Attorney, (iii) the Mayor, or the Mayor’s designee appointed annually, and (iv) a 
City Councilor designated annually by the President of the City Council. The 
committee shall appoint its own chair by majority vote of the members at a 
meeting duly called for such purpose.  

(c)  Four (4) or more members must reside in Greenfield.  The committee shall meet 
at least twice annually, and provide its members with notice of meetings at least 15 
days in advance.  

The Mayor’s Task Force on Domestic Violence shall act in an advisory capacity to the 
Mayor with regard to forming public policy on Domestic Violence. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER. 
 
Order no. FY 12-202 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was unanimously,  
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 7, 
SECTION 7-8 (b)  CITIZEN REFERENDUM PROCEDURES, CERTAIN INITIATIVE PROVISIONS 
TO APPLY, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT IN THE FOURTH LINE “(e)” AND INSERTING 
IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING “(f)” AND STRIKING OUT IN THE FIFTH LINE “(f)” 
AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING “(g)”. 
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AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER. 
 
Order no. FY 12-203 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN CHARTER ARTICLE 6, 
SECTION 6-1 (c) ORGANIZATION OF TOWN AGENCIES, BE AMENDED BY STRIKING OUT IN 
THE EIGHTEENTH LINE “(a)” AND INSERTING IN PLACE THEREOF THE FOLLOWING “(b)”. 
AND THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL FURTHER INSTRUCTS THE TOWN CLERK TO SUBMIT 
THE APPROVED VOTE TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS AND REQUEST SAID LEGISLATURE TO AMEND THE TOWN CHARTER. 
 
DISCUSSION: Councilor Allis noted this amendment had not come from the Charter Commission. The 
“typo” had been caught by the Town Clerk. Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation for the amendment.    
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -203. 
 
President Singer thanked the Charter Commission members, Marcia Day, David Nixon, Peter Ruggeri, 
Diana Schindler, Councilor McLellan, and Councilor Allis, for their work.  
 
Order no. FY12-204 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor Farrell, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL AMEND THE 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD AS WRITTEN IN UNDERLINED BOLD TEXT AS 
ATTACHED HERETO, CHAPTER 30, MAYOR, SECTIONS 30-1 AND 30-2 AND FURTHER 
AMENDS THE INDEX OF THE CODE. 

Chapter 30 
MAYOR 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Greenfield 7-17-1985, approved by AG 
9-19-1985 (Sec. 2.1 of the 1985 Bylaws). Amendments noted where applicable.]   

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 
 MGL c. 40, § 21  

GENERAL REFERENCES 
Mayor regulations — See Part III. 
§ 30-1.  Powers and duties.  
In addition to the powers and duties outlined in Section 3 of the Greenfield Home Rule Charter,1 the 
Mayor shall have the following powers and duties:   

A. The Mayor shall have the care, custody and control of all Town property which is not required 
by law, Greenfield Home Rule Charter, or these ordinances to be under the jurisdiction of any 
other department. 1   

B. The Mayor shall be the agents of the Town to institute, prosecute, defend and prosecute, defend 
and compromise any and all claims, actions, and proceedings by or against the Town or in which 

                                                           
1. Editor's Note: The provisions of Subsection A were originally adopted by Town Meeting 3-4-1889 and 4-1-1889. 
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the rights or interests of the Town are or may be involved.   

C. The Mayor shall annually in the month of June appoint and employ a Town Attorney who shall 
hold office for a term of one (1) year from the first day of July following and until his/her 
successor is appointed and qualified.   

D. The Mayor may request that the Town Attorney assist in the prosecution of any violations of 
these ordinance and may, if it determines that any rights or interests of the Town are or may be 
involved, request that the Town Attorney conduct the defense of any action of proceeding brought 
against any Town agency or Town officer.     

§ 30-2.  Compensation. 

A. The Mayor shall receive an annual base salary of $70,000 dollars as set forth in section 3-1 
of the Greenfield Home Rule Charter.  The Mayor may request in his/her budget 
submission to the City Council, an increase in the base salary, however the increase shall be 
the lesser of: 

1. The average increase including any COLA or Step in pay for the same fiscal year 
negotiated with all bargaining units within the city of Greenfield, or; 

2. Five (5) percent of the Mayors salary for the prior fiscal year. 

B. Any increase voted by City Council in any year shall then become the new base for any 
future increase request.  The base shall never exceed $100,000 dollars. 

C. The base salary shall reset to $70,000 upon election of a new Mayor. 

D. The City Council shall take up the request to increase his/her salary only in the annual 
budget each year provided the Mayor includes a request for such increase.  

E. Increase requests shall not be considered by the City Council in any supplemental budget 
unless: 

1. The request was made in the annual budget process and not approved by the Council 
due to non settled bargaining unit contracts. 

2. The Mayor includes in writing at the time of the annual budget that as part of his/her 
overall budget plan he/she plans to wait to ask for the increase until the supplemental 
budget process.  

 
DISCUSSION:   Councilor Allis stated the Appointment and Ordinance Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation for approval. The Mayor had reviewed the amendment and agreed 
with the proposed language.  
 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, 
MOVED: TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE BY DELETING THE WORD CITY AND REPLACING 
IT WITH THE WORD TOWN THROUGHOUT.  
 
Councilor Allis stated all of the ordinances to this point have had the word “town” amended to “city.”   
 
Councilor Wisnewski withdrew his motion.  
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Councilor Sutphin suggested the base salary of the Mayor be reviewed for possible increase. Councilor 
Allis noted the Charter Committee had reviewed Mayor’s salaries of Peer Communities and they  varied 
widely.  By ordinance, the  Town Council could increase the base salary of the Mayor this evening.  
President Singer, Councilors Wisnewski, and Hoffman suggested the topic be thoroughly discussed prior 
to an increase.  
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -204. 
 
Order no. FY 12-205 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL AMEND THE 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD AS WRITTEN IN THE STRIKETHROUGH AND 
UNDERLINED BOLD TEXT AS ATTACHED HERETO, CHAPTER 49, COUNCIL ON AGING, 
SECTION 49-2 AND FURTHER AMENDS THE INDEX OF THE CODE. 
 

Chapter 49 

COUNCIL ON AGING 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Greenfield 10-16-1985, approved by 
AG 2-20-1986 (Sec. 2.7 of the 1985 Bylaws). Amendments noted where applicable.]   

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

 MGL c. 40, § 8B  
    

GENERAL REFERENCES 

 Council on Aging Bylaws — See Ch. 1301. 
   

§ 49-1.  Holding of office.  

Appointees shall hold office until successors are designated.   

§ 49-2.  Annual report.  [Amended 5-17-2000; approved by AG 6-22-2000]  

The Council shall submit an annual report to the Town City and shall send a copy thereof to the 
Massachusetts Department of Elder Affairs.   

§ 49-3.  Employees.  

The Council may appoint such clerks and such employees as it may require, subject to the appropriation 
thereof.   

 
Order no. FY 12-206 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor Farrell, it was unanimously, 
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VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL AMEND THE 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD AS WRITTEN IN THE UNDERLINED BOLD TEXT AS 
ATTACHED HERETO, CHAPTER 61, DRAINAGE, SECTION 61-1 AND FURTHER AMENDS 
THE INDEX OF THE CODE. 

Chapter 61 

DRAINAGE 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Greenfield 10-16-1985, approved by 
AG 2-20-1986; amended 5-15-1996 (Sec. 3.3 of the 1985 Bylaws). Former Sec. 3.7.2, Drainage of 
Rain Water Permit, was deleted 10-16-1985 as well. Subsequent amendments noted where 
applicable.]   

STATUTORY AUTHORITY  

 MGL c. 40, § 21  
    

GENERAL REFERENCES 

 Soil removal — See Ch. 154. 
 Damage to streets — See Ch. 159, Art. VIII. 
 Subdivision of land — See Ch. 880. 
   

§ 61-1.  Discharge of water restricted.  

No person shall cause or allow the discharge of water or other liquids from his/her property onto or 
across the public ways and sidewalks which discharge creates a hazardous condition, a nuisance or 
damage to said public ways and sidewalks.2   

 
Order no. FY 12-207 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was unanimously, 
VOTED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL AMEND THE 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD AS WRITTEN IN THE STRIKETHROUGH AND 
UNDERLINED BOLD TEXT AS ATTACHED HERETO, CHAPTER 172, TREES, ARTICLE I AND 
ARTICLE III AND FURTHER AMENDS THE INDEX OF THE CODE. 
 

Chapter 172 

 

TREES 

 
ARTICLE I       ARTICLE II 
Damage to Trees      Attachment of Wires and Fixtures   
 
ARTICLE III 
Removal and Planting of Trees  
                                                           
2.  Editor's Note: The original Drainage Bylaw was originally adopted by Town Meeting 3-4-1889 and 4-1-1889.  
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 [HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Greenfield as indicated in article 
histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]  
 

 STATUTORY AUTHORITY   

MGL c. 40, § 21            
        

 GENERAL REFERENCES  

Destruction of public lands -- See Ch. 136.          
   
ARTICLE I 
Damage to Trees 
[Adopted by 7-17-1985, approved by AG 9-19-1985 (Sec. 4.9 of the 1985 Bylaws)] 
 
§ 172-1.  Cutting or mutilation prohibited.  
No person shall in any manner cut or mutilate any tree standing in any street or public place in the Town 
City.    
 
ARTICLE II 

Attachment of Wires and Fixtures 
1
  

[Adopted by 10-16-1985, approved by AG 2-20-1986 (Sec. 3.4 of the 1985 Bylaws)] 
 
§ 172-2.  Written consent required.  
No electric wires, cables, guys, poles, cross arms, brackets, insulators, or other wires or fixtures shall be 
attached to or come into contact with any tree standing for use or ornament in any public way or street 
(either within a street, tree belt, or sidewalk), park, or any other public property without the written 
consent of the Mayor. 
 
ARTICLE III 
Removal and Planting of Trees  
[Adopted by Greenfield Town Council 5-20-09] 
 
§ 172-3.1.  Trees on Town City property 
The Town City, through the DPW Director or designee, will determine if a tree is on town city or 
private property. 
 
§ 172-3.2.  Dead, seriously comprised compromised trees on Town City Property 
With respect to trees on Town City property that are dead or seriously comprised compromised (i.e. 
uprooted, damaged by weather or vehicle, poorly attached limbs) the Tree Warden will view and 
photograph the tree.  If in his/her professional opinion the tree is a threat to the public way and public 
safety, he/she will place a removal notification on the tree.  In the case where the tree is a grave and/or 
immediate threat, the tree may be removed by the Town City, in its sole and reasonable discretion, with 
no prior notification. 
 
§ 172-3.3. Dying, diseased, compromised trees on Town City Property:  
With respect to trees on Town City property that are dying, diseased or compromised for any reason, the 
Tree Warden will view and photograph the tree.  If in his/her professional opinion the tree is not an 

1. Editor’s Note: the wires and fixtures bylaw was originally adopted by Town meeting 3-4-1889 and 4-1-1889. 
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immediate threat to the public way and public safety but should be removed because of its poor 
condition, he/her will have placed a removal notification on the tree. Under these circumstances, 
removal work by the Town City will be prioritized based on the condition of the tree.  
 
§ 172-3.4. Removal of healthy trees on Town City Property: 
With respect to trees on Town City property that are healthy and that must be removed for good 
reason(s) (i.e. installation of a sidewalk), the Tree Warden will view and photograph the tree.  He/She 
will then post the tree in accordance with MGL Chapter 87 Section 3 and schedule a public hearing. If 
after a public hearing, the tree is determined to be removed, removal work by the Town City will be 
scheduled as needed.  
 
§ 172-3.5.  Town City Rights/Removal of Trees on Private Property 

a. The Town City, through the DPW Director or designee, will determine if a tree is on town City 
or private property. 

 
b. The Tree Warden has no jurisdiction over trees on private property except as provided for in this 

Section 3.5 and 3.6.  The Tree Warden has jurisdiction over a tree on private property if, in 
his/her professional opinion, the tree is a threat or will become a threat to the public way or 
public safety (i.e. leaning, broken branches, hanging over street, sidewalk, or public ground such 
as a park etc). 

 
c. If, in the professional opinion of the Tree Warden, a tree on private property is determined to be a 

threat, or will become a threat as the tree declines, to the public way or public safety and must be 
trimmed and/or removed, he/she will complete a USDA Forest Service “Urban Tree Risk 
Management and Community Guide to Program Design and Implementation” tree risk evaluation 
form, photograph the tree and notify the DPW Director, or, if, at the time of this determination 
and evaluation,  the Town City’s Tree Warden is not a certified arborist, in addition,  the Town 
City will hire or consult with a certified arborist to determine and evaluate if the tree is a threat 
to the public way or public safety in the same or similar manner.  If, in the professional opinion 
of  the Tree Warden and/or the certified arborist, the tree is a threat or will become a threat to the 
public way or public safety, the DPW Director will notify the owner(s) in writing that the tree 
must be trimmed and/or removed. If the owner fails to address the problem in the manner and 
within the time frame required in the notice, or pursue an appeal as outline in 3.6 below, the 
Town City may hire a private contractor to trim or remove the tree and charge the owner(s) for 
the trimming or removal. After appropriate notification and timelines have lapsed, unpaid 
invoices for the removal of the tree shall become a lien against the property as a municipal 
charges lien as set forth in MGL Chapter 40 Section 58.     

 
§ 172-3.6. Appeals Process 

a. If, after the notice is received,  the owner does not agree with the Tree Warden’s written 
determination, the owner may file an appeal of the Tree Warden’s decision with the DPW 
Director, or appointee,  within 20 days after receipt of the notice of determination/evaluation 
from the Tree Warden, time being of the essence.   

 
b. The DPW Director, or appointee, shall schedule a meeting with the owner to take place within 30 

days after receipt of the appeal, and notify the owner in writing. The appeal will be limited to the 
criteria used to determine the hazardous nature of the tree or the time frame in which the order 
specifies trimming/removing, however the owner may hire an independent certified arborist to 
write an opinion and/or attend the appeal meeting.  Within 30 days after the appeal meeting takes 



Greenfield Town Council                                                                                             June 20, 2012 

 26 

place, the DPW Director, or appointee, shall notify the owner in writing of the 
determination/evaluation resulting from the appeal.  If, after receipt of notice the owner fails to 
address the problem in the manner and within the time frame required in the post appeal 
determination/evaluation, the Town City may hire a private contractor to trim or remove the tree 
and charge the owner(s) for the trimming or removal.  After appropriate notification and 
timelines have lapsed, unpaid invoices for the removal of the tree shall become a lien against the 
property as a municipal charges lien as set forth in MGL Chapter 40 Section 58.   

 
§ 172-3.7. Town City Rights/Emergency Removal 
Nothing in sections 172-3.5 or 3.6 shall preclude the Town City from removing a tree on private 
property without prior notice if the tree represents an immediate threat to the public way or public safety 
(i.e. tree seriously damaged by storm, uprooted etc).  In such cases the Town City shall remove the 
portion of the tree that poses an immediate threat (i.e. hanging limb) but the Town City shall no be 
responsible for the complete removal of the tree unless said removal is necessary in order to protect the 
public way or safety, or to grind the stump.  In the case of an emergency removal where the owner has 
had no prior notice that the tree was a threat to the public way, the owner will not be charged for the 
removal of the tree. 
 
§ 172-3.8.  Planting of Trees 

a. Trees shall not be planted on the tree belt; however, the DPW Director may, for isolated and 
unique circumstances, permit planting in such area on a case by case basis. 

b. When a tree is removed the Town City will contact the property owner to determine if the owner 
wants a replacement tree planted on owner’s property. If the owner desires and notifies the Town 
City in writing, , the DPW will, as funding and work load allows, plant a replacement tree, or 
trees,  on the owner’s private property.  Prior to planting, the Town City will obtain written 
permission from the owner.  The owner may request a specific location and type of tree to be 
planted.  The DPW will review the location and the type of tree to be planted in order to insure 
there are no potential negative impacts on utilities and/or the public way, and make the final 
decision. If the owner accepts the final decision the tree will be planted as work load allows. 
After planting the tree(s) shall become the property and responsibility of the owner, including all 
maintenance, pruning and future removal when/if it becomes necessary. 

 
Order no. FY 12-208 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Allis, second by Councilor McLellan, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL AMENDS THE 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF GREENFIELD BY DELETING THE EXISTING CHAPTER 1302 – 
RECREATION FACILITY USE FORM, IN ITS ENTIRETY AND REPLACING WITH THE NEW 
CHAPTER 1302 ATTACHED HERETO AS “EXHIBIT A” AND FURTHER AMENDS THE INDEX 
OF THE CODE.  
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DISCUSSION:  In response to Councilor Wisnewski, Ms. Kelly stated the Town of Greenfield had 
accepted a Mass General Law which allowed boards and commission to set there own fees.   
 
It was unanimously,  
VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -208.  
 
Councilor Allis thanked all of the current and former members of the Appointment and Ordinance 
Committee who worked on the Ordinance review.  
 
Order no. FY 12-209 
MOTION: On a motion by Councilor Wisnewski, second by Councilor Sutphin, it was, 
MOVED: THAT IT BE ORDERED THE GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL APPROVES THE 
ATTACHED RESOLUTION TITLED “CONCERNING THE PROCLAMATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF CO-OPERATIVES” AS FOLLOWS:  

CONCERNING THE PROCLAMATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF CO-OPERATIVES. 

WHEREAS, Co-operative enterprises help build and sustain a healthy, vibrant economy in {enter name 
of state or city}; promote jobs and enhance the quality of life for those in our community, the state of 
Massachusetts, the region of New England, our nation and the world; and 

WHEREAS, More than 29,000 co-operatives operate in the United States, generating 2 million jobs, 
making a substantial contribution to the U.S. economy with annual revenues of $652 billion and assets 
of $3 trillion; and 

WHEREAS, More than 500 co-operatives operate in the state of Massachusetts, generating more than $3 
billion in revenue annually, sustaining more than eleven thousand jobs and making a substantial 
contribution to the Massachusetts economy by paying more than $580 million in salaries per year; 

WHEREAS, Co-operative enterprises have proved resilient during the recent economic recession, 
sustaining jobs, community infrastructure and alleviating many of the most pressing social issues of our 
time; 

WHEREAS, The United Nations General Assembly Resolution 64/136 on co-operatives in social 
development proclaims the year 2012 as the International Year of Co-operatives (IYC), with the theme 
“Co-operative Enterprises Build a Better World”; 

WHEREAS, The UN Resolution recognizes that co-operatives promote the fullest participation in the 
economic and social development of all people and are becoming a major factor of economic and social 
development and contribute to the eradication of poverty; 

WHEREAS, The contribution of co-operative enterprise to our local community deserves 
acknowledgment, affirmation, and celebration; now, therefore, We, the Town Council of Greenfield 
Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim the year 2012 to be “The International Year of Co-operatives" and do 
encourage all citizens to recognize and support the co-operative enterprises in our communities. 

DISCUSSION:   Councilor Wisnewski stated the EDC forwarded a unanimous positive 
recommendation for approval. Councilors Wisnewski, Hoffman, and Hirschfeld would vote in favor of 
this proclamation. Councilors McLellan did not feel this resolution belonged before the Town Council. 
 
It was by majority, 1 no and 2 abstentions,  
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VOTED: TO APPROVE MOTION ORDER NO. FY 12 -209. 
 
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND SIMILAR PAPERS None. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – Chairman Wisnewski noted the committee 
reviewed the Sign Plan with the Town Engineer Sara Campbell.  
 
President Singer thanked all of the Committee Chairpersons for all of their work during Fiscal Year 
2012.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Councilor Sutphin held the following first reading: 
• Ordered that $27,000 be appropriated from Additional State Aid to fund FY12 buybacks in the 

Police Department.   
• Ordered that the sum of $47,950 be appropriated from Free Cash to fund FY12 buybacks in the 

Police Department.   
• Ordered that the following sums be transferred from 914 Employee Health Insurance to the 

following departments to balance the FY12 Operating Budget: 
$142,000 to 543 Veterans’ Services 
$1,200 to 915 Employee Life Insurance 
$25,000 to 145 Treasurer-Collector 

• Ordered that $50,000 be transferred from 220 Fire Department to 213 Central Dispatch 
• Ordered that $1,000 be transferred from 177 Planning and Community Development to 176 Zoning 

Board of Appeals 
• Ordered that $14,000 be transferred from 192 Central Maintenance to 212 Parking Enforcement 
• Ordered that $4,700 be transferred from 916 Medicare Match to 940 Police and Fire Indemnity 
• Ordered that $7,200 be transferred from 241 Building Inspector to 246 Plumbing & Wiring 

Inspections 
 
President Singer read a tribute to Councilors Farrell, McLellan, and Sutphin. Councilor McLellan 
thanked all the voters who elected him to the position of Councilor, the staff of the Town Clerk and 
Council Offices, President Singer, Councilor Sutphin, Councilor Farrell, Councilor Allis, and all the 
remaining Councilors for all of their respective attributes. Councilor McLellan urged citizens to 
volunteer and run for elected office. He suggested the Town Council vote to pay themselves a salary in 
hopes of bringing in candidates. Councilor Wisnewski thanked Councilors Farrell and McLellan for all 
they taught him over the years that they served together. Councilor Farrell reflected on his time as an 
active member of Greenfield’s Executive and Legislative boards. He urged new Councilors to work 
together and learn the separate functions of the Legislative and Executive offices. He thanked the 
employees in the Town Clerk’s office and said “no one knows more about local government than the 
Town Clerks office.” Councilor Farrell hoped to be elected to the Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors to work closely with town officials. Councilor Sutphin thanked the Town 
of Greenfield for allowing her to be a Town Councilor and Christine Forgey for appointing her to sit on 
the Planning Board. She thanked Ms. Kelly and former Councilor Mark Maloney for their instrumental 
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financial guidance.   Councilor Sutphin thanked Councilors Allis, Farrell and Singer for all she had 
learned from them.   
 
MOTIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION:  None. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM:    None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Farrell, second by Councilor McLellan, it was 
unanimously 
VOTED: TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:10 P.M. 
 

A true copy, 
 
 
 

Attest:       
Maureen T. Winseck, Town Clerk 

 
 

GREENFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS 
GCTV-15 
Regular Meeting 
July 20, 2012   
  
            P. Viens 
            Apt.  

1. Kelner, Mariann A   ---      
2. McLellan, Thomas  P  N       
3. Allis, Brickett P  Y      
4. Ronhave, Steven  P   N      
5. Singer, David  P  ---      
6. Hoffman, Hillary P Abst      
7. Renaud, Karen A   ---      
8. Vicencio-Rasku, Iris P Abst      
9. Hirschfeld, Norman  P N      
10. Farrell, Timothy  P Y      
11. Wisnewski, Mark P N      
12. Devlin, Patrick P N      
13. Sutphin, Tracey  P Abst      

      2 yes 
      5 no 
      3 Abstention  
             
 
 


	a. The Town City, through the DPW Director or designee, will determine if a tree is on town City or private property.
	a. Trees shall not be planted on the tree belt; however, the DPW Director may, for isolated and unique circumstances, permit planting in such area on a case by case basis.
	b. When a tree is removed the Town City will contact the property owner to determine if the owner wants a replacement tree planted on owner’s property. If the owner desires and notifies the Town City in writing, , the DPW will, as funding and work loa...

