Sustainable Greenfield – Assessing our Progress
Economic Development: How are we doing?

It’s not unique for a town to develop a master plan document to set goals for the years to come. What is unique is to find a community dedicated to the plan, working to ensure that the projects and ideas detailed in the document are carried out and brought to life.

The Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee (SGIC) is the committee responsible for tracking and sharing progress made toward the goals that residents of Greenfield laid out in our 2015 master plan. We’ve made major strides in three of our 10-year goals for economic development and it’s important to highlight the progress.

Our first and third goal overlap, so, let’s look at them together.
Goal #1: “Greenfield is the cultural, shopping, and services center of Franklin county”, and Goal #3: “Greenfield has a vibrant, dynamic, walkable downtown”.

Over the past few years, Greenfield has invested $xx in the beautification of the Town, and spent block grant funds on a facade program (includes what). A new wayfinding signage program has not only made the Town more beautiful and landmarks more visible, but will also improve how residents and visitors navigate through Town. We continue to make progress in our Complete Streets initiative, which partners with the DPW to ensure that all roadways and walkways are safe for travelers of all kinds. Over the years we have seen programs in place to maintain healthy trees, and through partnerships with groups like the Rejuvenators and the Greenfield Business Association, the Town has seen the installation of new benches and welcome banners on our light-poles downtown. 

In (specific time), a new parking garage will enable residents and visitors alike greater access to convenient parking while they work, dine, and shop in our downtown. The GreenLight program will roll out this summer, at last providing (fiber optic broadband access?) to all Greenfield residents.

We are proud of Greenfield’s recognition as a Cultural District by the Massachusetts Cultural Council. It’s evidence that our historic downtown and all of the unique restaurants, music, and art galleries, all within easy walking distance, are making an impact on tourism and residency. Greenfield has all the building blocks of all other successful 21st century towns, and the Mayor, Town staff, and local real estate agents are all using this data to attract new businesses and tourists.

Now that the stage is set, the Town recently launched its new tourism website, which lists where to eat and stay, and what to do in the area. With this new site, the Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism will be more able to promote the area. To view and share this new website, visit www.visitgreenfieldma.com. 

Goal #2 is also critical to our success: “Greenfield provides living-wage jobs and a resilient and sustainable local economy to support and expand traditional and innovative business development.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Greenfield has been creative in seeking new businesses, and encouraging existing businesses to stay and grow. Greenfield has participated in the Manufacturers Roundtable (what is this? How often and where is it held or through who?) to learn what skills employees are looking for, and then working with entities like Greenfield Community College and the Regional Employment Board to offer trainings and other programs to bridge any gaps.

The Town is also working with Mass Development and Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), to learn of the mid-sized companies that are looking to relocate to desirable areas like ours, those with a skilled labor force that can work in metal and plastic. 

Recently, these efforts have proven successful, and two new businesses that offer high-paying jobs are moving to Greenfield. International Container Corp and Decker Machines will offer a combined 76 new jobs, with plans to revitalize abandoned industrial sites. 

Many downtown businesses recently created a group called The Progress Partnership. This group works with the Town, the Greenfield Business Association, and the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce to draw more people downtown. One goal of this group is to host more downtown events this summer that aim to draw Balloon Festival attendees to dine and shop in the downtown!  

Our historic Downtown continues to grow. People can now go downtown and enjoy a great meal from a local restaurant, listen to live music, visit an art opening, watch a movie, go dancing, or take in a special event all within walking distance. You can also go shopping downtown for clothing, groceries, housewares, books, games, toys, jewelry, and much, much more. 

Great progress is being made in Greenfield towards goals laid out in our Master Plan. Town leaders, staff, and residents alike have a lot to be proud of and hopeful for in the coming years.
