SGIC PROGRESS LIST/Report: From end of January 2017-thru August 2017
Compiled by Nancy Hazard from articles in the Greenfield Recorder

SGIC My Turns & News stories History…most recent first

· 4/17/2017 – “An Exciting Time to Live in Greenfield: Town Continues to focus on expanding economic, cultural experiences by Ashli Stempel
· 7/25/2016 – (Complete Streets) Greenfield vows to share its roads with bicyclists by George Touloumtzis

· 6/8/2016 – Impressive progress made in Greenfield well-being: New businesses, local produce in schools are examples by Nancy Hazard
· 1/22/16 – (Snow Removal) Keeping Sidewalks Clear: A reminder to Greenfield Residents by George Touloumtzis
Following LIST demonstrate progress toward the vision/plan laid out in Sustainable Greenfield. 

Organization of list: It is organized by themes that jumped out at me as I reviewed news articles
FYi--Dates in parentheses refer to dates of articles in the Greenfield Recorder

INFRASTRUCTURE 
1. TOWN FUNDED
a. Energy

i. Greenfield surpasses goal to reduce energy use (1/3)

ii. Local energy pgm wins “Crown” for Greenfield (2/8)

iii. Editorial: Greenfield recognized for green power (2/13)

b. Composing: Green Teams make school composing a success (1/30)

c. Sr/Community Center – John Zon
i. Groundbreaking ceremony (5/13)

ii. Davis St School razed (5/22)

iii. broke ground (5/16)

d. Parking garage –

i. Design gets go-ahead (5/22)

ii. Parking garage to lose 78 spaces (7/29)

iii. belowground work started (8/18)

e. GCET

i. Rollout nears (3/28)

ii. Oversight board appointed (7/15)

iii. Dispute between GCET & Town over $600k (8/19)

iv. Town Council to order docs + Mayor trying to work out problem (8/25)

f. Library – 
i. Town Council Oks application for state library grant (2/17)

ii. 1st on wait list for $9.3 mil. Town needs to match that (7/14)
g. Green River Park wins design award (dog park/playground/pavilion/basketball/pickleball (3/30)

h. 118 Main St bldg.  –

i. $ from state makes teardown more feasible (7/11)

i. Green Communities $ $224k  (6/20)

i. for Town Hall (HVAC mini-splits), Discovery School & Gfld middle school (HVAC upgrades)  (will save $16k/yr in utilities) (6/27)
j. Nash’s Mill Rd Bridge to get State &b Fed $$. Estimated at $3mil. Design by end of 2018 & construction begin early 2019.  (5/26)

k. DWP – New bldg. on Wells St

i. DPW to get $300 for new building—VERY energy efficient (6/23)
ii. Town Council Reconsidering vote to appropriate $300k (6/24)
l. Public Safety complex

i. Might be housed at 114 Main St after planning dep’t moves (6/23)
ii. $$ for info tech $39k to enhance server and network at Dispatch & Police Dept…(5/31)

m. Skatepark 
i. Grant application keeps skatepark plans rolling (5/13)

ii. Public meeting for input (5/19)

iii. Fundraising kick-off at H&O Soup & Game night (9/5)

n. Court Square 

i. Grant to make more pedestrian friendly-connect Town Hall, Common etc. (5/10)

ii. Small Town, big plans - $17,000 grant for plaza design (5/11)

iii. Ideas Gathered: Public art, ice rink, etc. suggested for Plaza (7/27)

o. Complete streets – making Gfld safer for all modes of travel (2/2)
p. First National Bank Building, Bank Row

1. Redevelopment Authority to take on the building? (5/6)

q. Solar zoning – Town Council proposal to make easier to allow small ground-mounted PV (6/5) 
2. OTHER projects, not funded by the town:
a. Leyden Woods finishes rebuild – 200 homes (7/28)

b. Habitat for Humanity home being built Smith St (6/2) & & (7/26) & (7/31)

c. $ for solar panels on County Jail pking lot +$525 for 436kw (8/17) State grant

d. GHS students design more “sustainable” trails along Green River Conservation Area w teacher Cathy Wilkins & Conservation Works expert Dick O’Brien- to be built over summer etc. (6/16)
e. Trees – Grant for tree nursery partners – FCTS + Gfld & Montague tree committee (6/2) & Editorial about the effort (6/13)

f. Workshops to examine 100% Renewables for all campaign (5/6)

g. Detached ADU approved (help with increased density goal) (8/11)

h. Courthouse

i. Gets final inspection (1/28)

ii. Justice gets new home – Recorder supplement (3/16)
i. Energy: Push begins for 100% renewable energy – Gfld holds press conference about state-wide effort by Mass Power Forward (4/15)

BUSINESSES /Ec Dev’t
1. Town launches visitors’ web site (3/28)

2. Bank Row – Abercrombie Building – becoming home for District Attorney!

a. Planning board Oks plans for empty Bank Row Bldg (date?)

b. DA’s office plans to move to Bank Row (6/15)

c. Editorial: Nice to see new use for vacant Bank Row Bldg (6/21)

d. DA to move to Bank Row Jan 1 (7/18)

3. Catering Business comes to Greenfield Grange kitchen (8/11)

4. New owners at Transitions Hair Salon-Shannon Bassett & Seana Pitts (7/7)

5. Greenfield Games gets new location (purchases bld. Floor space larger) Seth Lustig (5/20)

6. Arts Block – new name: The Hawks & Reed Performing Arts Center (5/9)

7. Greenfield Gallery 
a. Article about co-owner Rachael Katz (1/16

b. building getting facelift (7/25) + photo (7/26)
8. Greenfield Savings bank – expanding – open banks in Amherst & N'ton (?date)

9. Ewing Controls becomes employee-owned coop (6/30)

10. Pot dispensary delayed—renovation more extensive than anticipated (3/22)

11. Entrepreneurship award goes to PV Squared-1st time to a Cooperative Business!  (5/16)

12. FC CofC names new leader –Natalie Blais (6/9) + Natalie excels at bringing people together (8/28)
13. GCTV exec– Scott McPherson leaving - moving to Holyoke (7/29)

14. French King Highway..

a. More businesses explored/possible zoning changes (?date)

b. Tech & takeout on French King? (3/2)

15. Cumberland Farms on Main St closing  (5/22)

16. BRW Electronics (formerly RadioShack)
a. Store to close (bec. could not negotiate new lease current location) (1/30) 
b. closed Gfld store..moved to N'ton (7/7)

17. Ruggeri business for Sale after 100 years (Dfld Street) (5/17)

18. Brian Adams talks green jobs (9/2)

19. Martins Farm hopes to expand compost (7/24)
CULTURAL & EVENTS
1. County’s support for the arts ranked 6th nationwide for its size – Greenfield highlighted for first time on their list. Ranked by National Center for the Arts Research at Southern Methodist U. (5/6)

a. Editorial: Sounds of Growing creative economy music to our ears (5/25)
2. Bee Fest – 7th Annual – Piñata with a purpose (6/5)

3. Bicycling event - 2nd Greenfield Criterium downtown Greenfield (6/20)
4. Pints in the Park – People’s Pint holding Beer Week Festival at Energy Park (6/7)
5. Greenfield to hold ‘Pre-Fest’ before Green River Fest (7/10)
6. Greenfield to host Franklin County Pride celebration (7/7)

7. Harvest supper returns! (8/10) & A Tradition too good to lose (8/14)
8. Mural at Veterans Mall

a. It’s a real symbol of what we love – seeking help on Mural (5/1)

b. New life in Full Color – Mural refurbishing to begin Aug 1 (7/29)

c. Work started(8/10)
d. Refurbished mural puts county’s best face forward (8/29)

9. Cyclist sculpture by Ernesto Montenegro- Photo (7/18); Editorial mention (7/24)

10. Community art to beautify downtown – RFPs sought to paint utility boxes (3/8)

11. Youth orchestra welcomes new director-Steven Bathory-Peeler (8/14)

12. Youth show their talents (organized by Gfld Gardens Youth Leadership pgm, held at Shea (?)
13. “Superbia” project – Temple Israel – “making neighborhoods more socially, economically, & Environmentally sustainable” (2/27)

a.  NEW ‘farm tour’ offed by Temple Israel –part of “Superbia” project (7/27)

SERVICES for the UNDERSERVED-- & AWARENESS/public discussion
1. Domestic Violence: Gfld Police to pilot new program (one of 4 depts. in MA) 3/31)

2. Opioid Epidemic & Recovery work

a. Fatal fentanyl raises opioid-related deaths to record high in 2016 (2/20)

b. UMass Medical partners with Baystate Franklin- Could pgm help fight opioid crisis? (5/9)

c. Recovery home eyed for Fed St -6-mo pgm, 30-beds by Behavioral Health Network pending Planning /board review –(added to existing BHN facility) 6/16

d. Middle school drug prevention program, ‘Project Here” $2mil from GE Foundation distributed by MA AG’s for youth education/prevention – FRCOG will administer - likely start at middle schools this year + includes  app to connect with Herren Project (6/1)
i. Editorial: New ‘Project Here’ a great thing–(6/22)

e. Hospital opioid cases more than double in county (8/2)

f. $$ for Opioid work (8/8)

g. DeRe speaks in Greenfield on Opioid
h. Two women take on Opioid challenge

i. Trump names Opioid epidemic a national emergency (9/12)

3. LifePath moves office to Greenfield (to Gfld Corporate Center) for more space (5/17)

4. Greenfield Center for Wellness (102 Main St) (CEO Edward Sauer)
a. Editorial –Hoping switch from Sears to services proves a healthy change (5/6)

b. Health Center to open on Main St-Dental, Social services etc. – (5/31)

c. $3.1 bond received to renovate 102 Main St for medical, dental, outpatient behavioral and wellness services (7/8)

5. Behavioral Health Network, which runs Recovery Center on Fed St -NEW VP – Rose Evans- (7/26)

6. Cancer - 10th Annual Wheeling for Healing Raises $40k for Baystate Franklin (8/14) 

7. Safe City efforts in Greenfield

a. Gfld to be a “Safe City?”- Councilor drafts plan (5/20)

b. Mayor: Safe City signs may return to Common (7/1)
c. Public opinion sought on idea of Safe City (and other Town Council news)  (7/19)

d. Mayor issues Safe City order (7/21)

e. Safe City proposal gains steam (7/25)

f. Safe City act fails in Town Council (8/17)

g. No plans to revive Safe City act (8/18) 

h. In the Arena-Chris Collins-Residents love their town – emotions run high (8/18)

8. Needle exchange program

a. Needle exchange pgm starts in Greenfield at Community Action Center on Fed St (7/15)

b. Good intentions good too far? Isaac Mass aims to regulate clean needle pgm (7/18)

c. Council debates needle exchange (9/12)

9. FOOD – the Healthy Incentives program (HIP) doubles SNAP benefits if buy local fruit & veggies
a. Whole Foods dates 5% of income to Just Roots & S. Hadley Neighbors on “Giving Day” (6/20)

b. low-income residents gain access to locally grown food –Just Roots & Quabbin Harvest (6/21)

10. Children Advocacy Center 

a. Holds annual Hope & Healing Breakfast – Rep. Mark honored (6/3)

b. director lauded by state – Irene Woods (7/13)
11. Deerfield St Housing

a. Proposals sought for Dfld St housing – 7 affordable cottages (1/27)
12. Editorial: Heating aid for low-income Americans may leave many out in the cold (7/11)

13. Looking out for town’s health – Nicole Zabko reflects 10 yrs as Board of Health Director departs (7/22)

14. Public Transportation:

a.  Ltr to editor supporting expansion of bus service (3/21)

b. Group pushes for weekend buses (5/6)

c. Should students get bus passes? Mayor wants…$15/month? School bus routes being cut (7/20)
d. FRTA starting monthly “go-Card” passes (8/2)

15. Rally: Locals rally against racism after Charlottesville, VA events (8/15)

16. Forum RE FC Jail & Undocumented Immigrants being held there (9/12)

17. the following items were collected in 2016. But we have not yet reported on this topic
1. State’s first Family Drug Court opens..(6/16/2016)

2. Detox Center to open-64 beds, former Lunt building-- (7/9/2016)  

3. Helping the Homeless get home – only one family in Gfld Motel (9/1/2016)

4. Board of Health OKs needle Exchange (8/11/2016)

5. Local substance abuse treatment options expanded in 2016 (good summery around entire valley-Spfld to N. Quabbin)—Gfld stuff 9/20/2016

a. New Family Court

b. GCC offering certificate pgms for those wanting to work in substance Abuse area

c. Screening for students for addiction (SBIRT=Screening, Brief Intervention Referral to Treatment)

d. Recover project continues to expand pgm

e. Opioid Task Force..Hiring community resource coordinator + new Director hired

6. Women’s Sober housing coming to Gfld- “The Next Door Greenfield” to open Dec 2016..-, housing 8-10—tenants must be employed or in school…317 &319 Dfld St 8/10/2016
MISC
1. GCC joins regional training consortium in effort to create local jobs around sustainable and green economy (group Inc. GCC, Antioch NE, Keen State, and SIT) Part of tristate EcoVation effort (7/17)

2. Speaker: “Education should be equal and free” – Marianna Islam, Schott Foundation for Public Education (8/28)

3. Merge Town & Schools Human resources  facility management: Delayed – is it good? (8/18)

4. GHS – Karin Patenaude named principal

5. Green River “trashed swimming spot irks town residents & officials (7/9)

a. Editorial:  RE Trash “Green River abuse needs to be addressed” (8/19)

6. Baystate Franklin Nurses 

a. Nurses Strike-Rally held (6/27)

b. Nurses reject contract offer (8/18)

7. Planning Board Chair moves on – Roxann Wedegartner (6/9)
NEWS ITEMS IN 2016 progress report---  Are there updates?
1. BUSINESS – EC DEVT

a. Bendix property!!! International Container Company from Holyoke moving to Greenfield, [promise 67jobs……granted tax break by Town Council (11/5)

b. Arts Block –“co-working spaces planned for upper floors (9/17/2016)

c. CDC expanding walk-in freezer— Installed by July 2017, we will have 2800 sq feet of cold, freezer, and dry storage- 1,000 each of cold and freezer and 800 of dry. Our Individual Quick Frozen (IQF) machine (that utilizes liquid nitrogen) is up and running. Via Joanna Benoit  
d. Innovation Funding (225k pending from state for hybrid training & Maker Spaces

i. Live work spaces - considered by Zoning – Council vote pending

e. Co-op Power – biodiesel plant started? Community-shared solar installed?

f. GHS – solar & Energy storage project

g. PV on wellfield – 1.8MW (includes Community-Shared Solar)

h. Downtown public safety complex—info meeting held in Feb.
2. Town Infrastructure

a. Poet seat tower repairs in 2017 (10/29/2016)

b. Nash’s mill bridge—-start summer 2018 – will take 1-2 yrs

c. Safety Complex – land fir fire station bought? 

d. I&I – progress on sump pump issue—1000 homes non-compliant.- 200upgraded…the problem is getting better. Mil gal/day stats: 2014:15mil   2015:13mil     do16: 8 mil

e. Sidewalk $--might be getting from FRTA for area near transit station?
f. DPW/Wells St upgrades: 
i. New roof on main building with Insulation and PV!! (at no cost to town! Via CC); New Storage shed; new salt brining machinery; New office building(if $ approved)
g. Energy:

i. 2 new solar projects –bids awarded and will move forward
· GHS? With energy storage – when?

· Wellfield-1.4MW With 50% as community-shared Solar project- when?

· Fed St School – insulation & air sealing – DONE (when?)

